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Cover photograph: Major Carrell D. Hudsen breaks ground
for the Redstone Ordnance Plant, October 25, 1941
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Foreword

This year, Redstone Arsenal and its dedicated
workforce of military, civilians, and contractors celebrate 75
years of exceptional service to the United States Army, our
Armed Forces, and the Nation. To honor this very special
anniversary, The 75t Anniversary of Redstone Arsenal, 1941-
2016, was prepared. The pages that follow highlight
Redstone’s achievements throughout the decades, and the
unique relationship that exists between the Arsenal and the
surrounding Tennessee Valley community.
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Preface

“I think George and myself did a good job for two country lads.”

Lawrence Goldsmith, June 16, 1941

So wrote Lawrence Goldsmith to Congressman John J. Sparkman in the early summer of 1941.
The winds of war were brewing and Goldsmith, George Mahoney, Sparkman, and senior Alabama U.S.
Senator Lister Hill worked together to convince the Army to put down roots in Huntsville, Alabama.

As Redstone Arsenal celebrates its 75t anniversary, take a look back at the story of how a
World War Il manufacturing facility turned into a major Federal Center of Excellence, moving beyond
making bombs and gas masks to headquartering a world-wide logistics operation, managing the
Army's missiles and rockets and aviation fleet, and welcoming partners from a wide spectrum of
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Chapter One:
The 1940s
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Downtown Huntsville, 1940s



Prior to the Army coming to Huntsville,
the city was known as “the Watercress

Capital of the World.” The photo below
shows watercress being harvested.

The winds of war

The line “Huntsville was a sleepy
Southern town before the Army came”
couldn't be further from the truth.
Huntsville, as the capital of Madison
County, was a major trading center for
North Alabama for a variety of
commodities. It was also a major banking
center. With major rail lines, the
Tennessee River, a plentiful labor supply,
and power from the Tennessee Valley
Authority dams, it would be exactly what
the Army was looking for in early 1941.

On the eve of the United States’
involvement in World War II, Edgewood
Arsenal, Maryland, was the only chemical
manufacturing installation of the Chemi-
cal Warfare Service. Consequently, the
Chief of the Chemical Warfare Service
requested that the War Department
acquire additional facilities to supplement
Edgewood's production. About 30,000
acres of land suitable for construction
purposes were required for the site of the
additional facilities. The land was to be
located inland, far enough from the
seacoast to provide sufficient protection.
Also needed was access to adequate rail,
water, and highway transportation;
sufficient fuel and electrical power; and
ample construction materials and enough
raw materials for subsequent operations.
Areas considered for the site included
Florence, Huntsville, and Tuscaloosa,
Alabama; El Dorado, Arkansas; Kansas City
and St. Louis, Missouri; Toledo, Ohio;
Memphis, Tennessee; and Charleston, West
Virginia.
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Huntsville has it

On July 3, 1941, the War Department
announced that a site on the south-
western edge of Huntsville, Alabama, had
been selected as the location for the new
chemical munitions manufacturing and
storage plant. Not only was this area an
inland site, but its numerous mountain
ranges afforded additional protection.
Moreover, the tract of land selected con-
tained over 30,000 acres which were avail-
able at very reasonable prices. The
transportation facilities, labor conditions,
and climate, health, and living conditions
of the area were considered to be
excellent. Material for construction and
raw material for manufacturing could be
obtained easily. Also readily available were
large supplies of soft coal and fuel oil. The
water supply and sewage disposal
presented no problems. Finally, the
Tennessee Valley Authority could furnish
the required electric power.

xea The Huntsville Times exrra

Huntsville Gets Chemical War
Plant; Cost Over $40,000,000

Total Expenditure Due ulikinis |

To Exceed *47,000, OOODamcmt
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Huntsvﬂle leen $41,293 000
Chemical War Service Plant

The Huntsville Times released twe editions on July 3, 1941. Stalin Ad

ts Gen Marshall Asks Term
The first edition (top) was distributed with fire trucks from TOtal Expendlture Due ,z."éu,,:’: ()‘I'l'rrnt::‘lng te Extended ﬁ{;,’?;?g;ﬁ;
the Huntsville Fire Department when the Army made the To Exceed $47 000 000 Denganre.\l e A e By Red Flrmy

announcement from Washington, D.C.

The evening edition (bottom) contained more details about
the new Chemical Warfare Service facility including a more
specific amount the plant was going to cost

For Vast Estabhshment
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I. ScCHIFFMAN €8 COMPANY

mconrRaTES
HUNTSVILLE, ALA.

June 16, 1941

AIR MATIL

Hon. John Sparkmen,
House of Representatives,
Washington, D. C-.

My dear John:-

Many thenks for everything that you have
done. General Porter essured us on last night before
leaving that Huntsville wes his selection, and thet the
project will be relezsed from the Vier Department some-
time this week. It is a larger project than I thought
($45,000,000.C0). Work, according to their information,
will be begun by July 1lst, and must be completed within
& nine-months period.

I think George and myself did a good job
for two country lads. We entertained them royally, and
they spoke very, very highly of you. They also Impressed
upon us that Huntsville wes the only point that no
politics entered into. They also stated that they had
looked at fifteen other sites, as far west as Omaha,
and that Huntsvllle was by far the ideesl spot.

I am writing you this, as I know you will
contect General Porter immediately upon his arrivel in
Washington todey at noon.

Thanks egain from &ll the population of
Madison County. You have done & wonderful job, and you
can bet that we all appreciate your tireless efforts.

With best wishes, and kindest regards,

Sincerely,

Lawrence GoldEFith

The story behind the story...

GEORGE MAHONEY

Time may have forgotten George
Mahoney and Lawrence Goldsmith but the
actions of these two businessmen were key
in bringing the Army to Huntsville.
Mahoney, a local men’s clothing retailer,
and Goldsmith, a prominent land owner,
worked with U.S. Representative John J.
Sparkman to get the Army to choose
Huntsville as the location for a new
chemical warfare plant. They personally
escorted Major General William Porter,
Chief of the Chemical Warfare Service, in
June 1941 to the area where Redstone
Arsenal is now. Senator Lister Hill, then the
senior senator from Alabama, worked
behind the scenes to promote then Colonel
Porter to the rank of Major General and
have him named Chief of the Chemical
Warfare Service just weeks before Major
General Bom wmed Huntsville and maﬂe"




Huntsville Arsenal

The War Department announced on
July 24, 1941, that the official name of the
new chemical munitions plant was
Huntsville Arsenal. The Chemical Warfare
Service proposed that the site be named
Sibert Arsenal in honor of Major General
William L. Sibert, a native of Gadsden,
Alabama, and the first Chief of the
Chemical Warfare Service from June 1918
to February 1920. The name Sibert,
however, was reserved for Camp Sibert, a
training center of the Chemical Warfare
Service which was established at Gadsden
in 1942. It was subsequently deactivated at
the end of the war.

The first Commanding Officer of
Huntsville Arsenal, (then) Colonel Rollo C.
Ditto, arrived in Huntsville on August 4,
1941, and broke ground the next day for
initial construction of the arsenal. By
March 1942, the arsenal's first production
facility had been activated. Huntsville
Arsenal became the sole manufacturer of
colored smoke munitions and was also
noted for its vast production of gel-type
incendiaries. The arsenal also produced
toxic agents such as mustard gas,
phosgene, lewisite, white phosphorous,
carbonyl iron, and tear gas. During World
War II, more than 27,000,000 items of
chemical munitions with a total value of
over $134.5 million (or $1.7 billion in 2016
dollars) were produced. Personnel of
Huntsville Arsenal won the Army-Navy "E"
Award (a War Department honor for
excellence) four different times for their
outstanding record in the production of
war equipment.
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Gulf Chemical Warfare Depot activities

Gulf Chemical
Warfare Depot

Included in the acreage composing
Huntsville Arsenal was more than 7,700
acres which were to be used for
construction of a depot area. Accordingly,
the War Department formally established
the Huntsville Chemical Warfare Depot on
March 6, 1942. Located in the extreme
southern portion of Huntsville Arsenal
bordering the Tennessee River, this depot
received, stored, and issued such Chemical
Warfare Service material as munitions,
bulk chemicals, decontaminating appara-
tuses, protective materials, and gas mask
spare parts. To avoid confusion with
Huntsville Arsenal, the War Department
changed the name of the depot to the Gulf
Chemical Warfare Depot on August 10,
1943. Almost 3 years later, the term
“Warfare” was dropped from its title.



Redstone Ordnance Plant [@he ﬁﬁmfﬁmllc Times $6,000,000 Ordnance
Plant Authorized Here

WASHINGTON, July 8 (AP)—The War department
announced today a $6,000,000 assembly plant would be
operated near Huntaville, Ala., in conjunction with & pre-
viously announced Chemical Warfare Service arsenal to
coat $41,293,000.

The department said that since the new plant would be |
on the Chemical Warfare Arsenal grounds, about eight
miles southwest of Huntsville, no additional land would be
required. |

The plant will employ about 370 persons per shift, the
department said.

July 8, 1941

Recognizing the tremendous econ-
omy of locating an Ordnance shell loading
and assembly plant close to Huntsville
Arsenal, the Chief of Ordnance decided to
build a facility to be known as the
Redstone Ordnance Plant on a 4,000-acre
tract east of and adjacent to Huntsville
Arsenal. On October 6, 1941, the first
Commanding Officer of the Redstone
Ordnance Plant, (then) Major Carroll D.
Hudson, arrived in Huntsville and finalized
the construction plans. Groundbreaking
ceremonies occurred on October 25, 1941,
and the War Department officially
activated the Redstone Ordnance Plant on
February 5, 1942. One year later, on
February 26, 1943, the plant was redesig-
nated Redstone Arsenal.

Major Carrcll D. Hudsen

Colonel Hudson gives remarks
during an Army-Navy “E” Award Ceremony

The only government-owned, gov-
ernment-operated arsenal established by
the Ordnance Department during World
War II, Redstone Arsenal produced such
items as burster charges, medium and
major caliber chemical artillery ammu-
nition, rifle grenades, demolition blocks,
and bombs of various weights and sizes. In
fact, between March 1942 and September
1945, over 45,200,000 units of ammuni-
tion were loaded and assembled for
shipment. The arsenal also perfected the
technique of mass production of tetrytol, a
highly explosive binary mix used in certain
bursters, boosters, and demolition blocks.
For their outstanding services in the man-
ufacture of munitions, Redstone employees
won the aforementioned Army-Navy "E"
Award five different times.
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Colonel

The Huntsville

Clockwise, upper left: Colonel
Hudson giving tour of Redstone to
Congressman Sparkman, 1943; Dr.
Wernher Von Braun, Dr. Richard
Porter, Hudson, 1952; Huntsville
Times announcing Hudson’s return
to Redstone, 1948; Hudson riding
trails on Redstone Arsenal, early
1940s; Hudson being saluted by
Major General Jerry Max Bunyard,
1985; Hudson downtown Huntsville,
1945; Hudson reviewing installation
plans, early 1950s

Carroll D. Hudson

Times




Building two arsenals

The first challenge was the
construction of both Huntsville and
Redstone Arsenals. The land was a
collection of very small communities with
names such as “Pond Beat,” “Mullins Flat,”
and “Hickory Grove.” The inhabitants of
these communities had to move first
before construction could begin.

10

The Fhuntsville Times|

July 8, 1941

12,000 Will Be Required
In Constructing Arsenal

Three Shifts Planned:; Additional Homes,
Schools And Enlarged Hospilal Facili-
tios Noeded. Says General Porter

12000 mnn will be al work bere within & short fime

AR

mmmnrllndnndod toe the
dnyn, the general atatad,
operation

Colonel Hudson operates one of the bulldozers
during the construction of Redstone Arsenal




FIRST ARSENAL OFFICE—Shown above {s the first of & number
ised by the construction companies while building

situated near the Madison pike on the 30,000-acre
———————

Huntsville Times,

August 12, 1941

Photo by Hubert \\’Illn

Huntsville’s §47,000,000

rsenal

reservation.

of temporary office

arsenal.

Huntsviile Times,
September 8, 1941

Warehouse construction, Redstene Arsenal 1941

All Crops Within
Area Expected To Be
Harvested By Then

Persons living within the)
boundaries of the Huntaville

7Tl
i

It~

Arsenal reservation were notified
officially todey to ale  the
premises they now occupy, and to)
leave the reservation on or before
Nov. 30, 1841,
The official notice, relen
1y by Brig. Gen. R,
anding officer, follows:
he Federal government, h
ing taken posse n of the Hunts-
ville Arsenal reservation on July|
24, 1941, all persons now residing
ith the boundaries of the reser
ion will vacate the promises|
now occupy and leave
reservation on or before Nov. 30,
1941."
Gen. Ditto's notice fs in line with)

the policy of the government injH

permitting  sharecroppers, lenant
farmers and ¢éash renters, as well
|as landowners, plenty of time tc
harvest thelr crops before they|
are required to vacate the|
premises

Crops  within the resorvaiion|
|bave been valued at from $800,000
o $1,000,000, and more tha inl

f this is expected to be urnedi

'm the government. because many
of the crops will be harvested

Huntsville Times,
October 15, 1941

Appraisers have started  work[iNe

figuring out the amount of dams-
age thai bas boen done to crops
where it was essential that work
be carried om

Dut of approximately 1,230 per-
sons residing within the boundar-|
las of the resarvation, it was esti
muted that around 200 have mov
ol mme-othecs are In a positien|

ove on short nottea,

CRC )




First headquarters buildings

Building 7101 was the headquarters
building to Redstone Arsenal. Opened in
1942 and located on Redstone Road, it was
used by various Army commands until it
was demolished in 1985. The Federal
Bureau of Investigation built a new facility
on the same location where Building 7101
once was.

Building 111 was the headquarters
building to Huntsville Arsenal. Opened in
1942, it has served a variety of activities
since its opening, to include serving as an
officer’s club and the Redstone Garrison
headquarters. Located on Goss Road, it is
still in service today.



First Lieutenant Percy E. Ridecut

As a Chemical Warfare Service
installation, the leadership of Huntsville
Arsenal decided to name roads for those
who died in service to this Nation during
World War 1. The Ordnance Corps’
Redstone Arsenal, on the other hand, used
only functional names for their roads (for
example, Redstone Road, Line Road,
Warehouse Road).

Rideout Road was named after First
Lieutenant Percy E. Rideout, who was
killed in action on October 9, 1918 in
France. Martin Road is named for Private
Herbert B. Martin, a First Gas Regiment
member who was killed in action July 5,
1918. Buxton, Digney, Goss, Patton,
Hansen, McAlpine, Mills, Neal, and Shields

The roads of
Huntsville Arsenal

Roads were also named for members of
the First Gas Regiment.

Years later, Brigadier General
Thomas K. Vincent, a Commander at
Redstone Arsenal in the early 1950s,
decided that roads should be named after
members of the Ordnance Corps.
Wadsworth Drive, for example, was named
after the first Chief of Ordnance, Colonel
Decius Wadsworth, who served as Chief
from July 1812 to June 1821. Skinner Drive
was named after Colonel Leslie A. Skinner,
a rocket pioneer who developed the
Bazooka.

In 1981, fifteen roads were named
after soldiers from the Huntsville/Madison
County area who died in Vietnam. These
names include Lewter Road for Specialist 4
Stanley R. Lewter and Hicks Road for Staff
Sergeant Prentice W. Hicks.

13



Need for workers...

While both Huntsville Arsenal and
Redstone Arsenal were being built, efforts
were focused on hiring the massive
workforce that would be needed to run
both activities on a 24 hour a day basis.
The problem was the City of Huntsville
only had 13,050 citizens in 1940 and both

arsenals EXPECtEd to employ CIOSE to YOL. 1 - Wo. 36 REDSTONE ORDNANCE PLANT WEEK OF FEB. 22 - FEB. 29
20,000 workers. After the attack on Pearl REDSTONE PARK TO BE READY FOR OCCUMNCY SOON
Harbor on December 7, 1941, many men PR ————

went into the Armed Forces, necessitating Ml el . P -, ;
the inclusion of women to fill critical h . ﬂ”"’“; _--“M

wartime labor needs. 1 !
REDSTONE NEEDS - - - s ;
NE® WAR BONDS DISTRIBUTION PLAN WORKERS DESIRING LIVING QUARTERS

LABORERS a_t once! ASSUNES DEL IVERY wiTHiN 15 DAYS URGED TC SUBMIT APPLICATIONS NOW

Above s s panorasa of
Redstose Park, the War Housing

Ls= h-ujl;ﬂ. mmg;m nul- the fiousos in Redstons Park, which was
s 2 : ar- banefit o plant employess, deaigned and constructe
Patriotic Citizens of Huntsville, P It 1s located at Farley, less BF Rdusinn enployees, ‘..5':;2'.3"&'1;
: . [ than two miles from the seuth for cocupancy and those dosiring dwelll
c A Not in entrance to the reservation. Spuse should turn in their apslisations
Madison County and Alabama, : “hase interestad in sbtaining tamediately,

Iiving quarters in the Park

Presently Employed In War Work—

up should make  application to This was the announcement Tucaday

AreCuﬂed UpenToApp!y ForWorI: i ive Personnel. from Captaln William H. Stavens, the
At REDSTONE ARSENAL At Once! TRty S W i
In Order To Avoid Delay In Final

Victory - - - And Needless Loss
Of American Lives « « »

ACT NOW!

eothers. husbands. fothers. sons and daeghters.

APPLY Now at the U, 5. EMPLOYMENT OFFICE - - Noh Sude of Square

This Adveriiwment Daxd For By A Grovup Of Local Cnizens And Concems In Cooprrstion With Othiwsts M Reditons Arsenal-—



Redstone Park

..and where to put them

To help the situation, the Army built
“Redstone Park.” Located in an area near
Buxton Road and Farley Elementary School
off of South Memorial Parkway in
Huntsville, Alabama, construction began on
August 19, 1942, and was completed in
early 1943. During the war, Redstone Park
was occupied exclusively by Redstone
Arsenal and Huntsville Arsenal employees,
with precedence being given to Redstone
personnel.

A passenger train was used to
transport workers from Redstone Park at
the southeastern end of the installation to
the manufacturing lines. About 75 miles of
railroad track connecting Huntsville
Arsenal, as well as lines to the Gulf
Chemical Warfare Depot and Redstone
Arsenal, were completed in December
1941. At the peak of the railroad activity at
Redstone Arsenal, 1,970 cars per month
moved along the tracks.

BSAIONE ANSINAL
N TATioN -
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The World War 11 workforce

The first civil service employees - a
janitor, a secretary, and a mail clerk - were
hired at Huntsville Arsenal on July 12,
1941.

By the war’s peak, almost 20,000
personnel worked at Huntsville Arsenal
and Redstone Arsenal, At one time, women
comprised the majority of the workforce.

By September 1945, Redstone
Arsenal had loaded and assembled over
45.2 million units of ammunition, while
Huntsville Arsenal produced more than 27
million items of chemical munitions.

Inspecting gas masks,
®8 Huntsville Arsenal

Huntsville Arsenal’s newspaper

Shipping unspecified materials, Huntsville Arsenal




REDSTONE EAGLE

REDSTONE TO CELEBRATE ANNIVERSARY OCTOBER 6
PLANT SETS ENVIABLE RECORD IN ONE YEAR PERIOD
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Dangerous work

Given the hazardous nature of the
work at Huntsville Arsenal and Redstone
Arsenal, accidents and casualties were not
unexpected phenomena. Both installations’
high level of safety consciousness and
stringent safety regulations, however, held
such accidents and casualties to a
minimum during the war years,
considering the volume of hazardous
materiel produced. There were eight
fatalities from the start of production in
February 1942 through July 1945.

On April 21, 1942, Easter Posey was
killed during an explosion at one of the
Huntsville Arsenal's incendiary bomb
manufacturing lines. On August 14, 1943,
the first serious explosion at Redstone
Arsenal occurred on Line 1, killing one
woman and injuring seven other workers.

The Army Air Force crews who flight
tested these munitions were not immune
to the dangers posed by the materiel they
helped to inspect. On June 27, 1944, all
three crewmen were killed in the crash of a
B-26 Martin Marauder shortly after leaving
the Huntsville Arsenal Airfield.

B-26 Marauder

Warehouse Richardson, Milton Frank, and Mrs. Johnny

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS

1. Always handle explosives and ammunition carefullyss

it, and foreign materials from: vontainers
ruge - h
osives and ammunition in dAmaged ce

s« in magazine effectively §
e ed, or removed.

Store each lo: separately. Make the piles stable.
{ nir to all parts of the pile. Raise containers and an

5. Do not open, repair, pack or repack coftainers in or
magazine, except as permitted by Ordnance Safety Masiusl Now
7. Do not keep empty containers, tools, or other materiale’s

8. Absokste cleanhness and order must be maintainsds
electric lights approved for use In MAgATISS.

bring matches into magarine,

1 persons in or ngar me

ght, with ventilators \Q’ﬂ cree
1 - & J
hen magazine I8 m\ai!nﬂl‘- {

yrm unless vehicle is o
he

i Ta the 50 foot cleared space around above M
%y

ors. when available, must be's
taining explosives or lmmumhﬂ'. 2

st cortrpicuously ont ONE IS KILLED AND SEVEN INJURED IN
& Ordnance Safety ! EXFLOSION ON PRODUCTION LINE HO. 1

Funerrl services for Mrs. Nannie

Martin Mefford, of New Hope, who waa kill-

. — @ ed in an explosion on Line No. 1 last Sat-
S j 1 | urday night, were held Monday afterncon at

- the 0ld Pethel cemetary, Owens Cross Roada
Gois b Representing Redstcre at the services
Sign in Redstone Arsenal were Captain Bascem Owen, Lieut. Joe W.
Hughes,

Mrs. Mefford was the only fatality in
the blast which injured seven other pro-
duction line workers. One of these, Mrs,
Mildred Smith Hess, of Athens, is still in
the Huntsville Arsenal hospital as the re-
sult of injuries but is expected to re-
cover,

The cause of the explosion which oc-
curred at 11:26 p.m. Saturday night, short-
ly before the close of the right shift, is
still being investigated by Army authori-
ties.

Although the amount of damage was not
announced, Lieut. Col. Cerroll D, Hudson ,
the arsenal's Commanding Officer, stated
that it wes not extensive.

Huntsville Times, Huntsville Arsenal Patriot, August 22, 1943
Tune 27, 1944



After the Redstone Arsenal com-
mander Colonel Hudson learned in 1942 g . ays
that office employees were wearing UnlfOFmS fOl‘ ClVlllan WOl‘kEl‘S
civilian uniforms at other installations, a
military type uniform was selected for the
arsenal's female employees. Interested
women voluntarily bought their own
outfits, which were the color of the WWII
officer's "pinks." Even those women who
could not actually wear the outfit during
working hours wanted a uniform.
According to the Redstone Eagle, "Every
girl on Line 3 has the [complete] outfit...
and proudly wears it. It makes her feel that
she really is the 'man' behind the man
behind the gun."

19
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Huntsville Arsenal’s
prisoner of war camp

One of the lesser known structures
located on Huntsville Arsenal during
World War Il was a prisoner of war (POW)
camp. The Army Corps of Engineers built
the original camp for 250 prisoners in
1944, but the remainder of the facility was
constructed under the supervision of the
Post Engineer using POW labor.

Prisoner labor was used for a
variety of tasks, such as working as
mechanics for the Motor Pool; laboring for
the Engineering Services Division at the
sawmill, in the limestone quarry, or on the
rock crusher; assisting with the mosquito
control program; and serving as cooks and
kitchen help at the Huntsville Arsenal
Officers Club. Approximately 1,100
captured German soldiers were
imprisoned on the arsenal at one time.

According to Karl Spitzenpfeil, a
former prisoner who returned to visit the
arsenal in June 1982, “life in the Huntsville
camp was not a hardship.” Although the
prisoners had to work hard, there was
always enough to eat; there were
occasional outings for swimming; and
there were two cases of beer for each
prisoner on his birthday. In addition, the
Army paid the POWs 80 cents a day for
their work and allowed the prisoners to
use the money to buy things at the post
commissary.

Located on what is now Dodd
Road, northeast of the present gate into
the NASA test area, no traces of the
arsenal’s prisoner of war camp remain.
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Both undated photegraphs were taken near Building 112 (off Goss
Read). Building 112 still stands today.
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Huntsville comes to the Army

.7[“‘ .ﬂunbm‘/fs _/dr.wrm/ =

Community leaders and elected
e pAT R I OT e officials were responsible for bringing the
e iR e Army to Huntsville. So early in this
ARéENAL HOS-,-— TO .HUNTSVILLE ME installation’s history, Army leadership
e invited these community leaders and
elected officials for an orientation visit of
both Huntsville Arsenal and Redstone
Arsenal on May 12, 1943. Approximately
120 citizens from the local community
toured both arsenals. Community relations
continued in other ways during World War
II with Army participation in parades and
retailers displaying some of the products
being produced at the installation.

Frant window display at retailer Johnson & Mahoney, July 3, 1941

Huntsville Times, May 12, 1943



Victory suspends operations

Production at both arsenals HET Sa0TICH oM T A i i S
continued after V-E day. But once victory R
over the Empire of Japan was secured, e e
both facilities suspended operations. What
was once characterized as a “permanent”
installation and not a “war baby” became
just that - a government facility that
furloughed and terminated employees
after the war ended.

dok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok kK

VOL. 3 NO. L1 RE NE ARSENAL. HUNTSVILLENALABAMA WAY 12, 1945

V-E DAY OBSERVED BY EMPLOYEES

THE ONE BUNDHED THIRTY-THIRD
oF

BRISF CEREMONISS HELD IN ALL AREAS

THE ORDNANCE DEPARTMENT
May 14, 1845
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g i g et
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oral sigoal st Firs and Guard
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The following statemsst by Colomel
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similar shortages in ord
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s and offices, Soth civil snd mili-
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ort. to fy the surrender of Sirmany. Thalr hops may e "We are now faced with Phass I1 of

i e comsplotaly roalired by the next LUother's ‘this war in the Pacific Arss against the
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Keller Cars being built

Huntsville Times,
Octobel.. 6’ 1949 KELLER PRESIDENT PASSE

Keller Car at Building 4471, May 14, 2013

— = ; “ “The Detroit of the South”
T

The history of the Keller Car may be
one of the most unusual stories in this
installation’s history. After World War II,
Huntsville Arsenal offered unused facilities
for lease to private enterprise. In August
1947, Huntsville Arsenal's Building 471
(later known as 4471), formerly devoted
to the manufacture of gas masks, was
leased to the Keller Motors Corporation.

The Keller Motor Car Company went
public on the New York stock exchange in
late September 1949. Within a few days,
half of the stocks were sold. Company
executives celebrated with a festive dinner
on October 4, 1949.

Company founder George Keller was
late coming down to breakfast on October
5, 1949. Worried friends rushed to his
room and found him still in bed, dead of a
heart attack. The company soon thereafter
folded.

Decades later, NASA’s Marshall Space
Flight Center used Building 4471 as a
warehouse. In 2013, NASA mothballed the
building and soon thereafter had it
removed. But before the building was
destroyed, word got out that the birthplace
of the few remaining Keller Cars would be
no more. Two Keller Cars came back to
Building 4471 for one last visit on May 14,
2013.

— ot
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Want to buy an arsenal?

AUNTSVILLE,

| ARSENAL

Redstone Arsenal was placed on
standby status in February 1947. By the
end of the year, the Secretary of the Army
had decided to declare Huntsville Arsenal
excess to the needs of the Chemical Corps.
On November 9, 1948, the Chief of the
Chemical Corps informed Huntsville
Arsenal that it was being removed from
the surplus category and placed on
standby status for possible use by the
Department of the Air Force. When the Air
Force subsequently decided against using
this arsenal, the Office of the Assistant
Secretary of the Army directed that
Huntsville Arsenal be advertised for sale
by July 1, 1949.

BRIEF OUTLINE OF CONDITIONS OF SALE

1. Sale will be consummated through competitive proposals to purchase the arsenal
as a whole, (Item 78) or by individual units classified as Agricultural, Institution-
al or Industrial.

2. Inasmuch as a major portion of the lands and improvements to be conveved con-
stitute a part of the National Industrial Reserve under Public Law 883 (80th
Congress ), disposal of such lands and improvements will be effected in accord-
ance with the provisions of the National Security Clause.

3. Full data in regard to the provisions of the National Security Clause may be ob-
gtined from the District Engineer, Corps of Engineers, Box 1169, Mobile, Ala-

ama.

4. All sales of Huntsville Arsenal shall he subject to existing leaseholds. Copies of
ailsting leases are available for inspection at the address shown in paragraph 7

clow.

5. The property is now subject to inspection by prospective purchasers.

6. Qualified proposals contingent upon waiver or modification of the National Secur-
ity Clause must be approved by the Munitions Board. It is suggested that those
firms or persons wishing to qualify their proposal, consult with the Chief, Real
Estate Division, Office of the District Engineer, Mobile, Alabama, prior to sub-
mission of proposals.

7. Additional details of sale, together with Invitation for Submission of Proposals,

will be furnished upon application to the District Engineer, Corps of Engineers,

P. O. Box 1169, Mobile, Alabama, Attention: Real Estate Division.
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Fort Bliss, Texas, Rocket Office
To Be Moved To Redstone Arsenal
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A new mission for
Redstone Arsenal

The sale never happened because the
Army found that it needed Huntsville
Arsenal's land for a new mission that was
developing at  Redstone  Arsenal
Previously, the Chief of Ordnance had
designated Redstone Arsenal as the center
for research and development in the field
of rockets in October 1948. On June 1,
1949, he officially reactivated the arsenal
as the site of the Ordnance Rocket Center.
Conversely, Huntsville Arsenal ceased to
exist as a separate installation on June 30,
1949. It would be officially combined with
Redstone Arsenal April 1, 1950.
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Special Focus:
What has survived 75 years

The Redstone Rocket—Sept. 5, 1984—Page 3

Harris house built around pre-Civil War building

BY ED PETERS The Lee house was located about 100 yards west of  building and that it will be hard 1o find a use for the

he Harris house on the arsenal is “‘too attractive,  the Harris house. It was sold and moved off the old house

too interesting and too historically important to  arsenal in 1974 and partially reconstructed on a site
discard,” according to an authority on old buildingsin  west of here.

Harﬂe Janes, of the Jones and Herrin architec-

(Top) Harris House, 1930s; (Battem) Harris House 2016

Only two things remain on Redstone
Arsenal on the 75% anniversary of the
installation that pre-date the U.S. Army’s
arrival: the Harris House and cemeteries.

The Harris House was built in the
mid-1800s. It was originally located next
to a large antebellum-type house on what
is now known as Buxton Road. It has
served as quarters and as office space.

Cemeteries were located throughout
the installation before the U.S. Army built
the installation. Some cemeteries were
moved to other locations. There are
several cemeteries still located throughout
the installation.

Cemetery lecated on Vincent Drive




Special Focus:

Remnants of war still stand

Question: what do you do with
thousands of empty crates? Well, the U.S.
Army was left with that dilemma as
unused munitions returned to the
installation after World War II. Instead of
burning the crates, the Army sold them to
local citizens.

One citizen, Mr. Burton Stroupe,
bought many of the crates. The World War
II veteran built large portions of a house
with the surplus lumber. Located on
Governors Drive in Huntsville, the house
still stands today.
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Chapter Two:
The 1950s
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The Von Braun Team
comes to Huntsville

The year 1950 ushered in the next
chapter of Redstone Arsenal’s history. The
Secretary of the Army approved the
transfer of the Ordnance Research and
Development Division Sub-Office (Rocket)
at Fort Bliss, Texas, to Redstone Arsenal on
October 28, 1949. Among those trans-
ferred were Dr. Wernher von Braun and
his team of German rocket scientists and
technicians who had come to the United
States under "Operation Paperclip” during
1945 and 1946. This team worked on the
rocket and missile program for Germany
during World War IL

An intelligence officer, (then) Colonel
Holger N. Toftoy, had convinced the U.S.
Government that this team could advance
this Nation’s rocket and missile program.
Toftoy personally persuaded the Army to
relocate the Von Braun team to Redstone
Arsenal. It has been said before and it's
true: all members of the Army team at
Redstone Arsenal to this day owe a debt of
gratitude to Toftoy for his efforts.

After its transfer to Redstone Arsenal,
the Ordnance Research and Development
Division Sub-Office (Rocket) was redesig-
nated the Ordnance Guided Missile Center
on April 15, 1950.

(Then) Celonel Toftoy inspecting a mine, 1944

Von Braun shortly after his surrender, 1945

The Ven Braun team at Fort Bliss, Texas, 1949

A German V-2 being flight tested at White Sands Missile Range




I The Greatar Redstone Arsenal Installation

The juicy news about Redstone arsenal finally broke

I ‘this morning. It was the most heartening piece of infor-
mation that has come to this area since the war days.

First confidential reports were received several weeks
‘ago, but all details were not completely worked out, and
the final decision not made, until this week. The release

- of the news came early today.

‘Removal of the Fort Bliss rocket research unit here
will mean that about 500 soldiers, for guard purposes, '
will be stationed in the barracks at the corner of Jardan
lane and Madison pike: 100 top German scientists, who
‘have made long study of rocket propulsion, will be locat-
ed here; 65 civilians, now in the employ of the Fort
Bliss office, will be transferred to Huntsville, while

- some 235 clerical workers will be employed from among
Tocal people,
In round numbers, this means appro:umatefy 900 per—
 sons are irvolved in the enlargement of Redstone and
its facilities.
| The transfer will not be immediate. Col. Hudson
'rlutes it cannot be made until early in 1950.

g space '
R for the houmngotmanyofthesepagple.
. But housing them is not the only problem. Thiokol,
‘andRomedenas,lackagood deal of reaching the
| maximugg of employment. Most of them are, or will be,
! top bracket people, who will want homes, or apartments,
suitable for their needs.
1t should be clearly understood in advance that most
of the surplus housing available here now will not meet
‘the needs or the requirements of the technical ahd
scientific people who are going to be employed in con-
mcﬁon with the Redstone operations.
| It should also be remembered that this is a peace-time
project, and that there will not be the mad seramble
:_fﬁr honlinl that prevailed when the arsenals were

matthewlllmandrequixementsoﬂhetype of
‘scientists and technicians who are coming to Redstone,
‘on a permanent basis, a good many more houses are
|‘¢dnatobg necessary, These people are not of the class
thaca.n be, or will be, accommodated in most of the

housing that now exists here. Many of them
‘want to buy their homes, if price and location are

e
- i

' 'eﬂnﬂmtofmwmammlhagmtbruk

1 mndlﬂmthltwﬂlbemﬁm,both!npﬁm
in quali ',Mihwh:tthﬂﬁmhnemtn

A Huntsville Times editorial column in late 1949
announces a new era in Huntsville's history

U.S. Highway 72 in North Alabama was a two-lane

highway in 1950
Quarters Of Guided
Missile Area Set Up

AtRedstoneArsenal
] Major Hamill

B And Advanced
Group Arrive

I Vangsard Of Mare
Than $00 Beiog Added

Huntsville Times, April 16, 1950

9330th TSU

Another almost forgotten chapter in
Redstone Arsenal’s history is the story of
the 9330th Technical Service Unit (9330th
TSU). On October 3, 1945, the U.S. Army
assigned the 9330th TSU to provide
military support to the early activities of
the Von Braun Team at Ft. Bliss, Texas.
When the team was transferred to
Redstone Arsenal in 1950, the 9330th TSU
was also transferred.

Members of the 9330th were mostly
draftees who had completed their
education in the fields of electrical,
structural, and mechanical engineering.
They mentored under the German rocket
experts and assisted with the development
of some of the Army’s earliest rocket and
missile systems. The number of enlisted
men assigned to the 9330th TSU peaked on
August 24, 1954, to 506. The unit was
dissolved on February 6, 1957. Many
members of the 9330th TSU stayed at
Redstone Arsenal after completing their
service obligation and found employment
as civil servants and contractors in the
missile and rocket fields.
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The work begins

Many of the buildings in 1950 were in
disrepair. The Army rocket team needed to
build the type of specialized facilities that
were successfully used in both Germany
and White Sands Missile Range.

When fabrication of the first Army
missile  “Redstone” (originally called
“Major”) began in 1952, the Army was
faced with a dilemma: refining a missile
depended on a propulsion test stand. But
an inflexible law stated that no funds for
research and development could be spent
constructing facilities. Rather than wait for
funding, Redstone missile engineers
designed an interim test stand for $25,000,
the maximum amount allowed for
constructing facilities without Congressio-
nal approval.

In 1953, when the first Redstone
missile was completed, the interim test
stand was ready. The first test occurred in
April 1953.

Warld War 11 building, 1950

Testing a Redstone, 1956

Redstone test site

A00ED 10 Nanowy REG
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The block house, wused for
observations and receiving telemetered
data during tests, was constructed from
three surplus chemical steel tanks covered
by a mound of dirt. The three tanks
contained 1,500 square feet of usable
space for test engineers.

W K A total of 364 tests were performed
between April 1953 and June 1961. In
' 1985, the National Park Service designated
“«wl the site as a National Historic Landmark.
' Historic tests conducted include the test of
the “Jupiter-C” missile which launched the
Free World’s first satellite, Explorer I, into
space on January 31, 1958, and the
modified Redstone missile which sent the
first American, Astronaut Alan B. Shepard,
Jr., into space on May 5, 1961. As of
Redstone Arsenal’s 75th anniversary, the
test stand was still viewable.

Inside the block house, 1956

REDSTONE TEST 87/
(MARSHALL SPACE FLIGHT <

NATI
HISTORIC

THIS SITE POSSESS
IN COMMEMORATIN T
ONITED STATES OF AMERY

1989
NATIONAL PARE SER
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 73

Exterior of bleckhouse, 2016

Landmark marker in front of test stand
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A legendary school is built ,

With the advent of new rockets and
missiles being developed, the Office of the
Chief of Ordnance and the Chief of the Army
Field Forces approved Redstone Arsenal as
the site for guided missile courses in
February 1951. Colonel Hudson officially i
established the Provisional Redstone SRR — sgr e,

Ordnance Center on March 3, 1952. For
’ , | I F I
almost 50 years, this school trained o L e A 34 ._J:l;lﬁ

warfighters in all US. forces and many :

allied forces in the operation, maintenance, 'J L

and repair of many US. Army developed o 3 wg‘i Nra ALY
rocket and missile systems. Later renamed = o
the Ordnance Missile and Munitions Center
(or OMMCS), and in 2002, the Ordnance
Munitions and Electronics Maintenance
School (OMEMS), the school was moved to
Ft. Lee, Virginia, in 2011 under the 2005
Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC)
action.

Original guided missile school building

Ordnance school closes doors, clears books

Longtime tenant
goes to Fort Lee

By SKIP VAUGHN
Rocket editor
skip.vaughn@theredstonerocket.com

Workmen carried various items
from what remained of the empty
classrooms and offices. The last Sol-
diers and civilians made their final
plans for what was left in the former
school building.

Building 3301 was all that re-
mained of the Ordnance Munitions
and Electronics Maintenance School,
8 which has moved to Fort Lee, Va., as

¢ part of the 2005 Base Realignment
and Closure decisions. And that build-
ing is to be turned over to the Garri-
son today.




The Goddard House

Built around 1835 by James Manning,
the U.S. Government bought this two-story
farmhouse in 1941 when it purchased the
land that would become Huntsville
Arsenal. The building was remodeled in
1942 and used as quarters for arsenal
personnel until 1953. As the arsenal’s
guided missile and rocket program
assumed national importance during the
mid-1950s, the number of visiting
dignitaries increased with few suitable
accommodations available on the arsenal.
It was decided to make use of the
otherwise unusable farmhouse by moving
it to the Redstone Arsenal headquarters
area (known as the 7000-area of Redstone
Arsenal).

Goeddard House, 1956

Newly renovated and furnished, the
VIP guesthouse was ready for occupancy
by February 1956. The first to sign the
guest book was Secretary of Defense
Charles E. Wilson. The guesthouse was
officially named "Goddard House" in May
1956 in honor of Dr. Robert H. Goddard,
the "Father of American Rocketry." Among
the other notables who stayed in the house
were Fred Friendly and Edward R. Murrow
of CBS News, various Secretaries of
Defense, and Secretaries of the Army. In
1972, Melvin Laird was the last Secretary
of Defense to stay in the Goddard House.

Over the years, the house underwent
extensive renovations, face-lifts, and
refurbishments. The exterior clapboard
siding gave way to stucco and later to
yellow brick. Although evaluated for the
National Registry of Historic Places, the
numerous structural and design changes
; prohibited the old house from achieving
Goddard House, 1969 : : e i |l I!" official historic recognition. The U.S. Army

— ' Bl—— Garrison Redstone ordered the structure
destroyed in January 2016, just months
shy of Redstone Arsenal’'s 75th
anniversary celebration, 35

ekl —

Goddard House, 2014
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The post newspaper
of record

Though both World War I
installations had “newspapers” (or more
accurately, newsletters), February 5, 1952,
marked the beginning of Redstone
Arsenal’s newspaper, The Redstone Rocket.

Carrying the official disclaimer of “The
Redstone Rocket is published by (a
company), a private firm in no way
connected with the Department of the
Army... Opinions expressed by writers
herein are their own and are not to be
considered an official expression by the
Department of the Army,” The Redstone
Rocket was one of the only ways all soldiers
and civilians of the installation received the
news of post activities for the years
preceding the digital age.

Historians, archeologists, and
researchers have used articles and
photographs recorded in The Redstone
Rocket for many years. In 2008, the
Command Historian of the U.S. Army
Aviation and Missile Command, Mr. Michael
“Mule” Baker, worked with the U.S. Air
Force in Montgomery, Alabama, to have all
of The Redstone Rockets digitally preserved.

Technical 1i2r2ry
edstone Arsend
Huntsville, Akiisman
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. Drive Chairman Stone
. Congratulates Arsenal
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Hurt In Wreck |

Wanda Limbaugh Hurt
And Friend Is Killed |
When Car Hits Bridge |

Iiss Wanda Limbaugh. Ia-‘.mr!
Post Ordnance clerk-typist
1e'aung i.oda_\, f1cm

Redstone Arsenal people opened
B8 | their hearts and pocketltioks to
8 1952 Marchh of Dimes appeal
contribute at least $1.808. CWO
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195% already more than doubles th
1651 campaign total of £300.89.
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the Highway Pa-X
{rol, Miss Lim-
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about 100 feet. The car then turn- | The Redstone Rocket, os an medals were presented to Redstone Miss Evelyn Coffman and Sgt. Hen-
ed on its top, skidded another | jy, accoeplishing the assizned mis military personnel Feb. 1 by Col ry L. Jones Transportation;
160 feet, then righted itself. il Carroll D. Hudson. Chief O. L. Green, Civilian Po-
. . . ) N lice; CWIO Stanley L. Scutt, Spe-
Miss baugh also told hiz On the initial issue, thz colonel — N
way patrolmen she remembers hit- | gqig: (Centinued On Page 2)

|
|
prDJEm manager in the in the Oﬂme of the Director of  graph.) fo

a8

wishing this new enterprise success. |
Their joint statement is as follows: |
5 “The Civilian Welfare Council
£ he awards were “C“‘:d bY 1gnd the Central Post Council, as
i 314 '

-Col. Henry R. Jordan
of The Reds
Personnel and Adminis i i 1:o:‘1e“

‘of

First edition of The Redstone Rocket




Redstone Arsenal’s first Commanding General

: Colonel Hudson left Redstone Arsenal

Il || | for the last time on May 7, 1952. Redstone

: \ Arsenal received its first Commanding

“ General on June 15, 1952 when Brigadier

— General Thomas K. Vincent assumed

command. Vincent was previously

assigned to Aberdeen Proving Ground,
Maryland.

Under his command, Vincent
continued to foster the strong working
relationship with the local community. He
participated in Huntsville’s community
celebrations and authorized the first public
display of an Army missile, the Hermes, on
May 14, 1953. General Vincent
commanded Redstone Arsenal until
September 1, 1954. He died at his
residence in Alexandria, Virginia, on
September, 9 1956. On June 12, 1957,
Brizadiar Ganaral Vingent and (thea) Brigadier “Vincent Hall” was dedicated in his honor
General Toftay at the (then) Ordnance Guided Missile

School. Later, a major road at Redstone
T Arsenal, Vincent Drive, was dedicated in
Upon the accasion of camplating 283 menths s your ehief ot his honor, as well recreational facility,
Redstone Arsenzl. and also completing mlmost 37 years of com-

missioned service in the United States Avmy, [ find that laws and Vincent Park.

requlations remove me from active duty,

I want to thank each of you, civilian and military, regardless
of your position or assignment, for the very importani parit you
have played in making my sdministration succossful. In so doing
you have made the Redstone Arsenal a cenler of scientific and
technical knowledge in this new and imporiant defense field,

Without the wholehcarted cooperation of each one of you. the "
teamwork and wiilingness o go ahead under trying conditions in I'
many cases, this goa! would not have been achieved.

T with 1 could say lo ecch of you personally what is in my|
~ heart at this time, T would ry fo let you know how grateful I -
am 1o each of you and how 1 shall ever treasure the memories T g

" of this my last and finest assignment in the Army. No finer reward
8 can be mine than fo have known youworked with you, sharsd I MEMORY OF LATE REDSTONE GENER

s ;:::1 j;:;ﬂln::n::-:js. and, 1o have Been accepted as one of the OGMS Bu||d||‘| to Be Ded'cated As vlncent Ha“
| My best wishes to each of you. CEREMONY SET

oS V IR - AT AOA MEET £\

THOMAS K. VINCENT r \
. ™ - | Missile Display
WY Whty

Brigadier General, USA -
Commanding Is Also Scheduled <)

Brigadier General Vincent's note
published in The Redstone
Rocket, August 31, 1954
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Brigadier General Vincent (bottom right) with the Madison County
Army Advisory Committee, August 12, 1953



The City and the U.S. Army 77;&% d’g f@ize : i% e ée f

The City of Huntsville celebrated its VOL. Iv; NO. 22 TONE ARSENAL, HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA SEPTEMBER 13, 1955

Sesquicentennial in 1955. Throughout the
entire decade of the 1950s, the Army and LT. GEN. HICKEY GUEST OF HONOR

Huntsville worked hand in hand to ensure Arsenal IS Set For Blg Sesql Day Tomorrow

continued growth and prosperity.

Tomorrow is the “big day plays (Corporal, Honest John, Am-

| s fedsone Arsenal [y of [Foemition Division equipment) on
orful 150th mrn OV PHOVAS: Spie
n.\ Sesquicentes z noon—Joint civic clubs lun
al Hi

Major General Toftoy, as the senior
mission leader of Redstone Arsenal, was
asked to write a letter to the City of

celobration.

As its specia?
the big
Lt~

2 . cr
Huntsville in the year 2005. That letter was ol
revealed in the city’s Bicentennial v

fst l
+at Big Spring

celebration by Redstone Arsenal’s senior
mission leader in July 2005.

T. GEN. THOMAS F. HICKEY
RSA Day Honor Guest

(Right) Time capsule being buried, 1955

GRANT

(Left) Toftoy's letter to
the citizens of 2005

|
L OMEOF USA

Rtgsmg ARSENAL

Daris Toftoy Williams, (then) Mayor Loretta Spencer, and
Downtown Huntsville sign, 1955 Major General [ames H. Pillsbury read Toftay’s letter in 2005
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H ! Thirty-nine of Redstone Arsenal’s
Y“IQ ,.f e German-born scientists, along with the
wives of two of the Operation Paperclip
group, were sworn in as U.S. citizens at the
Federal Courthouse in Birmingham,
Alabama, on November 11, 1954. On April
14, 1955, in an unprecedented ceremony
held at Huntsville High School, an
additional 109 German-born scientists,
technicians, and members of their families
became American citizens. Among those
taking the oath of citizenship was Dr. Von
Braun.

The Army’s Hermes missile, the first
U.S. missile ever put on public display, was
donated to the City of Huntsville in 1956.
The missile was placed on the corner of
Airport Road (the original location of the
Huntsville airport) and Memorial Parkway.
That missile remains on display.

tgéeéeﬁ

VOL. v, NO 15 o  EDSTONE ARSENAL, HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA ULy 3l 1es

| HERMES MISSILE
| 1S PRESENTED TO
| AREA CITIZENS

i [DED MISSILE
| First American-made quided
missile put, on, public dis*
ay. First® showing was

ay 14, 1953 at Huntsville;
home of the world's largest
rocket and guided missile
research and= dzvelopmenii

§ center, \Bedsione Arsenal .

Hermes missile, Airport Road (2004) 29
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woek. In tha
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Though tens of thousands of
individuals have contributed to the success
of Redstone Arsenal’s many missions over
the past 75 years, no other person had
more of an impact to this installation’s
history than Holger Nelson Toftoy.

As noted earlier, (then) Colonel
Toftoy personally convinced the Army to
relocate the Von Braun team to Redstone
Arsenal. In 1952, Toftoy was assigned to
Redstone Arsenal, Alabama, as Director of
the Ordnance Missile Laboratories, which
was responsible for planning, technical
control, and supervision of what had
become the U.S. Army’s guided missile and
rocket development program. He was
promoted on November 1, 1952, to
brigadier general. He succeeded Brigadier
General Vincent as the Commanding
General of Redstone Arsenal on September
1, 1954. Toftoy was promoted to Major
General on September 30, 1956, and
remained at Redstone Arsenal until July
28, 1958, when he assumed command of
Aberdeen Proving Ground.

In 1960 General Toftoy retired from
the Army due to ill health. He died on April
19, 1967, at Walter Reed Army Medical
Center in Washington, D.C., and was buried
with full military honors at Arlington
National Cemetery.

Of the numerous awards and honors
received by General Toftoy during his life,
perhaps none were more gratifying to him
than a plaque placed in Big Spring Park in
Huntsville, Alabama, by grateful citizens to
honor the man known locally as “Mr.
Missile,” a man who had a great deal to do
with turning the small cotton town into the
rocket capital of the world.

Toftoy with the Madison County Army Advisory Committee, 1955

RSA COMMAND
CHANGES SEPT. 1

Gen. Toltoy Is CG
Starting Tomorrow
rie. O v

- . P

Toftay and Senater John |, Sparkman

¢
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GEN. TOFTOY GETS DISTINGUISHED SERVICE MEDAL
Award Presented by Army Sec. Brucker

Teftey and Dr. Von Braun, 1958

GEN. TOFTOY GE S
DISTINGUISHED
SERVICE MEDAL

Secretary of Army
Makes Presentation

Secretary of the Army Wilbur
M. Brucker last week presented
the Distinguished Service Medal
to Maj. Gen. H. N. Toftoy, form-
er deputy commanding general of
AOMC.

Gen, Toftoy assumed the duties
of Commanding General. Aber-
deen Proving Ground, Maryland,
this week. L

The ceremony tock place in the
office of the Serr tary ot the Ar-
my al the Pentagon.

F* 7 RTRE
Toftoy’s Contribution

Dr. Wernher von Braun summed up pretty ae-
curately Tuesday night the contribution of Major
General Toftoy, who leaves soon for another post

Said he:

“Had it not been for his big heart and sense of
duty, there would be no Redstone, no Jupiter, no

Explorers.”

That's it in a nutshell. One sentence tells the
whole story of his major contribution to this na=

tion's defense efforts.

*x %

Thanks

HOCTSTERN

Huntsville Times,
July 25,1958

Toftoy Day celebraticen, [uly 2002

1953

Toftoy Hall dedicatien,
November 3, 1967
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Major General John B. Medaris The

One of the most nationally-known
generals ever to serve at Redstone Arsenal
was Major General John Bruce Medaris who
commanded here from 1956 to 1960. He
led the Wernher von Braun Team of
German and American engineers to some of
its most memorable achievements.
Medaris was famous for his swagger stick in
his hand, his attention to formalities in his
dress and appearance, his bluntness, and
the sports cars that he loved to drive. He
was widely respected for his courage to
make decisions. In fact, he was once quoted
as saying that "I may not always be right,
but I am never in doubt” During his
command, he was a guest on a number of
national television shows such as "The
Today Show,” "Meet the Press," and "Face
the Nation." He also appeared in numerous
television documentaries on the space
program. And, he made a number of
appearances before Congress trying to
secure funding and/or support for the
programs he managed. He was very
successful, with his budget for Fiscal Years
1959 and 1960 approaching $2 billion
($16.3 billion in 2016 dollars), or about 25
percent of the Army's budget for those
years.

Medaris is welcomed to Redstone Arsenal by Major General Teftoy,

January 30, 1956

5_—'

RSA Welcomes Gen Medans

ABMA CHIEF
ASSUMES DUTIES

Army Ballistic Missile Agency (ABMA] activation, February 1, 1956




Dr. Von Braun briefs Medaris on Saturn test stand, 1958

Holding Nike Hercules model

Lionel Trains
promaticnal
materials

:{,vu. Medaris Joins
Toy Train Firm

New York, Aug. 3 UP) — Maj.
Gen. John B. Medaris, former
head of the worldwide Army
rocket and guided missile pro-
gram, today became president
of a toy train manufacturer

Lionel Corp. announced Gen.
Medaris' new position. He also.

since last Oclober.

Lionel has long beeh the na-
tion’s largesl manufacturer of
electrie trains and accessories.

mechanical toys, chemistry sets
and sporting equipment.

was clected a director. Lionel IS
has been without a president i

It also makes other electric and SN

LION

;i

General Medaris ended his military
career in January 1960. After trying
several post-military retirement jobs and
battling cancer on two different occasions,
General Medaris became an ordained
episcopal priest around 1970. In May
1990, the National Space Club sponsored
an event at the Smithsonian Institution's
National Air and Space Museum that
saluted the U.S. Army's pioneering
achievements in space. For this event, the
Secretary of the Army created the Major
General John B. Medaris Award for Army
Achievement in Space which worthy
recipients received for making or who had
already made a significant space-related
contribution to the Army and the Nation.
Too ill to attend, Medaris wrote that "..I
challenge you to continue the spirit of
adventure of space for it presents an
opportunity which is clearly limitless."
Medaris died on July 11, 1990.

EL 1961

Father Medaris
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Dr. Wernher von Braun

Dr. Wernher von Braun was one of
the most important rocket developers and
champions of space exploration during the
period between the 1930s and the 1970s.
As a youth, he became enamored with the
possibilities of space exploration by
reading the science fiction of Jules Verne
and H.G. Wells. He was the chief of the
missile division that created the V-2
missile for Germany during World War II.

Von Braun and his team surrendered
to the U.S. Army in 1945. Under Operation
Paperclip, they were brought to Fort Bliss,
Texas, where they taught U.S. scientists
and engineers the workings of the V-2, In
1950, Von Braun's team moved to
Redstone Arsenal where they would
develop the Army’s first missiles and
rockets.

On July 1, 1960, his rocket
development team was transferred from
ABMA to the newly established National
Aeronautics and Space Administration’s
(NASA's) George C. Marshall Space Flight
Center. Von Braun became the first
director of that center.

ABMA Development Operations Division

)

Laeahtt SRR

4 o
LR o %Y 7

Ven Braun in frent of Building 4488 in 1958

Von Braun in bleckhouse, Cape Canaveral, Florida



Von Braun and Major General Charles W. Eifler, September 1969
|

Von Braun receives a gold medal for distinguished federal civilian service from
President Eisenhower, [anuary 21, 1959 @hg %{Mmﬁg@lll@ @1@“@5

Von Braun Dies

Of Cancer at 65

? Igof?eer Memonaf Servlces
LH : pd](;e In Huntsville Are
oses Bout Be Annomrced

belng planned

Price 10 Cents

aun {amily will

e A
of the space progr

EDT at an Alexan-
ince last October ko

ndisclosed Jocation,
e released for “at
" & spokeswoman said,

SPACE SCIENTIST DR. WERNHER von BRAUN
In Portrait Taken During Rocket Pioneer’s Huntsville Days

Ven Braun gives remarks at "Von Braun Day,” February 24, 1970
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Space Capital of the Universe

When Major General Medaris’ team
began work in 1956, they had the primary
mission of fielding the Army's first
intermediate range (1,500 mile) ballistic
missile, the Jupiter. By August 1958, this
system was delivered to the U.S. Air Force
for early deployment overseas. The Jupiter
later proved to be a significant bargaining
chip in the Cuban Missile Crisis.

It was also during this time that the
U.S. Army at Redstone Arsenal made a
number of contributions that helped lay
the foundation for U.S. space exploration.
In August 1957, they recovered intact a
nose cone from a Jupiter-C flight test, the
first time that a man-made object had been
retrieved from outer space. celebration.

Before a naticnal television audience, President Eisenhower displays a
nose cone from a Jupiter missile, August 7, 1957

o

\
3340 M1V S/‘) b

A [upiter with Air Force markings

ELCOME,

SPACE CAPITAL

OF THE :
‘UNIVERSE

‘”““!‘.4‘3.'#. HUNTSVILLE.ALABAMA

Billboard seen in Huntsville, Alabama, 1959




_ In October and November of 1957,
e L ORK i the Soviets launched Sputniks 1 and I,

}(Cr‘q[b N.i

09 |} Q. e S e 5 shattering American dreams of scientific
ﬁ. 7 - “sﬁu[n;k I = @hblmc Late g, and technical superiority. Amid mounting
\:_fOH S;”(,”- Allye, Mav s public pressure to respond to the Soviet

“le Is 1 0= % Rt‘l;,p”. challenge and due to the repeated

problems with the Navy-managed satellite
program known as Project Vanguard, the
U.S. Army was given the green light and
successfully launched the Free World's
first satellite, Explorer I, on January 31,
1958, a mere 84 days after receiving the
mission. The US. Army at Redstone
Arsenal faced and met this challenge to not
only restore U.S. prestige, but also to jump-
start the extraordinary growth and
tradition of excellence that became a
hallmark of both the Redstone Arsenal and
Huntsville communities.

\L;\’%._

Huntsville Times, October 4, 1957

(Left) Explorer I satellite

New York Times,
February 1, 1958

-t
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Wy MWilagay
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tewe INCLASSIFgD
’ g e 17

d (Left to right) Dr, William Pickering, Dr. James Van Allen, and Dr. Von Braun at the
— -‘“"‘ttt“

Explorer ] press cenference, February 1, 1958

Jupiter-C RS-29 prepares for launch, [anuary 31, 1958 Message that

the satellite was in orbit
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Army in space

% AN |
Other noteworthy achievements by ‘ I AR NN NN BN

the U.S. Army at Redstone Arsenal in the
space field during this period included
initiating the development of the million-
pound thrust engine named Saturn that
became the nation’s moon rocket. The U.S.
Army also sent two primates, monkeys
Able and Baker, into space aboard a Jupiter
missile and recovered them safely, the first
successful recovery of living beings from a
flight into space.

| AdE. &

e

Saturn engine test

ARMY BALLISTIC
® MISSILE AGENCY

SSIE FIRING LABORATORY
VERTICAL LAUNCH |
Il

FACILITY 26
ABMA's launch facility, Cape Canaveral, Florida

" ‘- ‘~._..
- -

Monkey Baker



Expansion in the 1950s

Two buildings built during this time
were Building 4505 and Building 4489,
positioned across the street from each
other on Martin Road.

Building 4505 was opened in October
1958 and served as the Headquarters for
the Army Ordnance Missile Command.
Major General Medaris spent his last two
years in command there. In the 1960s, it
would serve as the Nike-X Project Office
Building. As the decades past, Building

4505 would house the Missile and Space
B RedstoneROCket Intelligence Center and the Missile Defense
- e heredstoper L Agency. In 2015, the building was totally
gutted, rebuilt, and re-opened in January
2016 to serve as the Headquarters to the
U.S. Army Contracting Command.

Building 4489 served as a film studio.

The Army pictorial series, “The Big
Picture,” was produced for a time in the
building. Thousands of productions
r=mes = g 2 ¥ 1By ranging from internal documentation to

Building 4505 - ; La B T ' films produced for the national media
. were created in the building. It was

destroyed in 2008 to make room for a new
building - Building 4400, the new
headquarters building for the U.S. Army
Materiel Command.

_l"\x
e

Building 4489



National spotlight

Not only were the work and activities
at Redstone Arsenal during the 1950s
covered in the local Huntsville media, but
by the national media. Dr. Von Braun,
Major General Medaris, and Major General
Toftoy were nationally recognized names
throughout the country and around the
world. Medaris alone was on NBC’s “Meet
the Press” twice, as well as interviewed on
Edward R. Murrow's “Person to Person”
“live” from Redstone Arsenal. Major
General Toftoy was interviewed by Mike
Wallace of CBS News and appeared in an
episode of “This is Your Life.” Von Braun
was featured in a “Wonderful World of
Disney” episode as well as having graced
the covers of the major newsmagazines of
the era. By 1960, both Medaris and Toftoy
had retired. But Von Braun would continue
to garner national and international media
coverage for another decade as his team at
the Marshall Space Flight Center put the
first humans on the moon.

CONGRESSIONAL
INVESTIGATION

TELENEWS
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JULY 8, 1857
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ISGUIDED MISSILE MAN s e

Monday. Jul. o8, 1837

"The Nation Can Relax"

prod
the coming &
Star) and postw

ranging

the Army Ballistic Miss ht sending secret documents on the

missile program to unauthorized businessmen, newsmen and Congressmen. The motivation: Nickerson was

a hero's fight on behalf of the Army missile program (°1 was trying anonymously to influence certain key

inst the Air Foree's assigned task of operating all the null 1,500 mile missiles, and was thereby (like

Billy Mitchell, said the script) risking his career in obedience to higher doty

\ HUNTSV

Celenel Nickerson

»

LE, ALABAMA, SUNDAY, JUNE 30, 1957

' The Nickerson Verdict

" There will be general satisfaction here, we believe,
that the sentence dealt Col. John Nickerson has been
50 light, relatively speaking.
- At the same fime, there has been general recogni-
* fion and acceptance of the fact that he had been in-
discreet in some of his conduct, and that in his cam-
paign he perhaps had gone too far in bucking Secre-
tary Wilson and carrying the ball for the Army in its
desire, not only to perfect a medium range missile,
but also to have its operational use for protection of
Army troops in case of some future war.
 But much of this was forgotten, or passed over

- lightly, in admiration for the man, the officer, who

had the courage, the ‘ability to fight for his cause;
the conviction to battle for what he believed was
'—'i'hqst for his country.

Huntsville Times, June 30, 1957

The Nickerson Affair

The highest profile court-martial in
Redstone Arsenal’s history took place June
25-29, 1957. Earlier in the year, The New
York Times had obtained a classified
document which contained details of the
U.S. Army’s missile program. Colonel John
C. Nickerson, Jr, a member of Major
General Medaris’ staff, was charged with
laxity concerning security and
safeguarding military information. Media
from around the country descended on
Redstone Arsenal. One report noted that
71 reporters covered developments in the
trial.

Nickerson, who pleaded guilty to 15
counts of breaching Army security
regulations, faced the possibility of a 30-
year prison sentence and dismissal from
the service. The charges against him were
based on Nickerson's release of a
document containing defense secrets,
along with a personal memorandum highly
critical of the Defense Secretary's decision
to limit the Army's missile and rocket R&D
role to ranges of 200 miles or less.

On June 29, 1957, the general court-
martial board passed a relatively light
sentence on Nickerson: suspension from
rank for 1 year, forfeiture of $100 pay per
month for 15 months, and an official
reprimand. A few weeks after his trial
ended, Nickerson was assigned to duty as a
construction inspector in the Panama
Canal Zone.

In July 1958, the Army restored full
security clearance to Nickerson and
reassigned him as ordnance officer of the
US. Army Caribbean Command with
headquarters in the Canal Zone. Nickerson
subsequently returned to the continental
United States as ordnance officer at the Air
Defense Center and commanding officer of
the 61st Ordnance Group at Fort Bliss,
Texas. On March 1, 1964, Nickerson and
his wife were killed in an automobile
accident near Alamogordo, New Mexico.






Chapter Three:
The 1960s
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Feature [ndex

The Huntsville Times
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President Eisenhower Flies Here,
Dedicates Space Flight Center
—_——

Chief Executive At Redstone  WorkHere
Shows Fruil
01 Freedom’

Abaws 20,000 Mant
x5

The Army’s mission changes

The U.S. Army’s role in the space field
began to change dramatically when
President Dwight D. Eisenhower concluded
that it would be in the Nation’s best
interest to make the Von Braun team a part
of the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (or NASA). As a result, on
July 1, 1960, the Army officially transferred
about 4,700 Army civil service employees
and more than $100 million (or $800
million in 2016 dollars) in facilities and
equipment at Redstone Arsenal and Cape
Canaveral, Florida, to NASA’'s George C.
Marshall Space Flight Center.

September 8, 1960
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Letter frem Von Braun
LLISTIC MISSILE AGE! to Army's senior mission
commander

Sign on Building 4488



(Top) Building 5250 in the 1960s  (Right) Building 5250 open house == 2357
October 15, 1960 .

The last major construction
for 30 years

Historically  speaking, Redstone
Arsenal has always been growing.
Sometimes, it's been a little slow. After the
creation of NASA in 1960, the next major
U.S. Army building to open was on October
15, 1960. Building 5250 (now the David G.
Harris Building) was opened on a Saturday
so that the local community could see the
new building with a public open house.
Over 15,000 came for the event.

A few years later in March 1964,
McMorrow Laboratories was opened.
Major General Francis McMorrow was the
only senior mission commanding general
to die while still in command. The
Commanding General of the U.S. Army
Materiel Command, (then) Lieutenant
General Frank S. Besson, Jr., came to
officiate the opening of the facility.

The next major Army building to
open wouldn't happen for another 30
years.

Major General McMorrow

Opening of McMorrow Laberatories, March 12, 1964
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The Redstone Army Airfield

The arrival of President Eisenhower
in September 1960 started an unusual era
for one of Redstone Arsenal’s oldest
entities: the Redstone Army Airfield.

As previously noted, the airfield was
built by Huntsville Arsenal to assist in the
testing of weapons built. After World War
11, the airfield remained inactive. However,
the era which saw the installation
transform into the center of the Army’s
rocket and missile activities necessitated
the activation and upgrading of the
airfield’s facilities.

After ABMA was activated on
February 1, 1956, Major General Medaris
"... requested that the Arsenal air strip be
completely turned over to [ABMA] as the
responsible agency for operations and
security," since it was the only
organization "...operating aircraft from the
air strip physically located at Redstone
Arsenal." In response to this request, the
Redstone Arsenal Commander, (then)
Brigadier General Toftoy, turned over the
airfield to ABMA on February 15, 1956.

The first control tower was opened
on July 2, 1956. Major General Medaris was
one of the first commanders to be an active
aviator.

The airfield served as the backdrop
for some of the installation’'s most
important visitors. In the span of four
years from 1960 to 1963, the airfield
played host to one visit from President
Eisenhower and two visits from President
John F. Kennedy. In the ensuing decades,
the airfield would welcome numerous
Presidents and Vice Presidents.
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President Kennedy receives heners, September 11, 1962

President Kennedy is greeted by
General Besson, September 11, 1962
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President Kennedy adresses a crowd of over 10,000 for Armed Forces Day, May 18, 1963

President Kennedy talks with Marshall Space Flight Center Director

Dr, Wernher von Braun, May 18, 1963

One of the most unusual gatherings at
the airfield took place on August 26, 1962.
The Army allowed the Reverend Billy
Graham to conduct one of his “revivals” at
the airfield. An estimated crowd of 35,000
saw Mr. Graham, a record that has never
been broken at the airfield.

The 'Hu\\!“:’u}\,\ t;g,

—
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The origins of today’s
U.S. Space and Rocket Center

Since World War II, the Army at
Redstone Arsenal has wanted to share the
activities of the installation with the local
population. This was accomplished by
taking rockets and missile downtown for
the citizens to see. As the Army's rocket
and missile inventory continued to grow in
the 1960s, Redstone Arsenal leadership
developed a missile and rocket park.
Located off Patton Road on the
installation’s most northern border, the
area was open to the public on a
permanent basis in 1968.

- .
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SNIPI SNIPI SNIPI SNIP! SNIPI—Five civilian and Arsenal officials
take a well-coordinated snip at the ceremonial ribbon, the falling
segments of which indicate the official opening of the Army Mis-
sile Display. Guests at the opening were Mayor Glenn H. Hearn,
second from left and W. L. Halsey, Chairman of the Huntsville
Army Advisory Committee, second from right. At center is Maj.

Gen, Charles W, Eifler, Commanding General of the U.S. Army Mis-

sile Command. At right is Col. Paul B. Shuppener, Com nt
of the Missile & Munitions Center & School, and at left is Col.
J. N. Jean, Director of the Arsenal Support Operations Directorate.
The Display will be open to the public Tuesdays through Satur-
days 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., and on Sunday 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. Ap-
proximately 7,000 persons viewed the Display over Armed Forces

Day weekend when it opened,

[(Abave, all] Army’s missile display area located off Patton Read
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BREAKING GROUND FOR NEW ALABAMA EXHIBIT CENTER—

Army, MSFC, local and state officials saw thre  'rs of planni \
and work reach a milestone last week when ground was broken to
signal construction of the Alabama Space Science Exhibit Center
at the intersection of Alabama Highway 20 and Madison Pike. Left
fo right are Edward 0. Buckbee, Director, Alabama Space Science
Exhibit Center; State Senator Jack Giles, Member, Alabama Space
Science Exhibit Commission; Dr. Wernher von Braun, Director,
Marshall Space Flight Center; Martin J. Dority, Director of the

Alabama State Bureau of Publicity and Information, and repre-
senting Gov. Albert Brewer; former LY. Gov. James B. Allen, Chair-
man of the Commission; Maj. Gen. Charles W. Eifler, Commanding
General, U.S. Army Missile Command; and Huntsville Mayor Glenn
H. Hearn. Completion of the center, expected to draw thousands.
of tourists annually, is scheduled in about a year. The Army made
available approximately 36 acres of Arsenal land to the Center
which is being designed fo tell the story of military and space ac-
complishments at Huntsville.

Artist cencept of museum

Meanwhile, the Army worked in
conjunction with NASA and the state of
Alabama to create a more permanent
center where Army rockets and missiles,
along with NASA vehicles, could be
displayed. The Army donated the initial 35
acres for what would be called the
“Alabama Space and Rocket Center.”
Ground was broken on July 31, 1968. The
center officially opened its doors on March
17, 1970. Ten years later on March 27,
1981, the Army donated another 350 acres
to the (later renamed) U.S. Space and
Rocket Center and the City of Huntsville
for further expansion of the museum and
for the creation of recreational facilities for
the city.

e e s —— )

Groundbreaking for Space and Rocket Center

Army transfers 350 acres to Space Center

The Army formally passed 350 acres of pecple and especially pleased that it will be sponsored by the entire state Congressional
Redstone Arsenal to the Alabama Space and used in a way that will directly benefit the  delegation, adopted last year lo transfer the
Rocket Center March 27 in a brief ceremony people inthis community who have honored us land, expanding the Space and Rocket Cen-
attended by Rep. Ronnie Flippo, and state, with their friendship for 5o many years.” ter’s property 10 times, Its original 35 acre
city and county officials. The land will be used by the Space and site, also once part of the arsenal, was tran-
Maj. Gen. Robert L. Moore, told the Rocket Center for an $11 million expansion to  sferred to state ownership more than a decade
gathering: be developed in three phases over the next  ago to clear the way for construction of the
“The Army is pleased that this acreage decade. The city of Huntsville will also  center.
from Redstone Arsenal will now be used as a  develop a portion of the tract as a public park.
place for education and recreation for all the Flippo introduced legislation, endorsed and

[Left te right) Astrenaut "Rusty” Schweickart,
Dr. Von Braun, and Major General Edwin Denley
at the grand opening of what was then called
"The Alabama Space and Rocket Center,”

March 27, 1970

Praising the Army in his brief remarks,
(Continued on page 5)
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Bus toppled by the April 3, 1974, tornado
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Chapter Four:
The 1970s
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Uncertain future

The decade of the 1970s saw
Redstone Arsenal go through its most
uncertain period in its history. With the
war in Vietham winding down and with
NASA’'s missions to the moon nearing an
end, the number of personnel employed at
Redstone Arsenal declined. Defense budget
cuts threatened to end many of the missile
and rocket systems already being
developed.

REDSTOME

HEROGKET
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The Army Story

Must Be Told

American soldiers in Europe are out-
manned and outgunned by the Soviets and
it's time citizens in this country know of the
imbalance, the senior Army officer who
directs development and procurement of
Army missiles and equipment told a
Huntsville audience Thursday night

“Right now the best tanks, fighting
vehicles and the best of a variety of other
types of weapons are in the hands of the
potential enemy,” Lt. Gen. Donald R. Keith,
Deputy Chief of Staff for Research,
Development and Acquisition, warned.

“The American people want the best
equipped Army in the world defending them
and their interests, They do not have it now
and I’'m not sure they know it."”

Allnding tn o racant talavieinn enanial an

General Keith (left) chats with General
Means (back fo camera) during briefing.

““American people want the best equipped Army
defending them . . . They do not have it now . ..’

L Published in the Interest of the Persennel of Redstene Arsenal
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Army Future In Area
Depends On Congress

The Secretary of the Army soid bluntly here last week that
the future of Army activities in this erea is in the honds of
Congress

Robert F. Froehlke made that response to o question dur.
ing @ meeting with local newsmen Tuesday afternoon after
spending several hours ot the Missile Commond, Missile
and Munitions Center and School ond the Safeguard System
Command

“Obviously what goes on here is vitolly important to the
Army,” the Secretory soid. ““But it is impossible to predict the
future of any military installation. If Congress, in its wisdom,
determines to cut the defense budget then we must determine
how ond where to toke those cuts.

Mr. Froehlke soid he regretted he did not have more time
to spend here ond plonned to return. In particular, he soid,
he wanted more time to talk with enlisted men ond junior
officers

“I was very pleosed with what | sow ond with the leaders
with whom | tolked,” he said

Asked whot odvice he would give industry in bidding on
Army-work, the Secretary responded:

“Be realistic, not only when bidding but while implement-
ing the controct."

His comments on other topics:

visit last week.

Quote from then Lieutenant General Donald Keith,
May 31, 1978

ACCURACY IS THE KEVNOTE—Metrology and Calibration was one
ol the MICOM tacilities General Heary A. Miley, Jr., toured during his
> McKinney, Chief of the Army Standards

Laboralory. explains (he operation as 3 technician calibeates »
standard resistor from another Army calibration laberatory.

Quantity isn't the only imbalance,

Pwever, he noted

*'Soviet T-72 and T-64 lanks are superior
anything we have in the field," General
eith said, **Our armored personnel carrier
pesn’t even belong on the same battlefield

THE ROCKET

Vietnam Era Quver

WASHINGTON, D.C.—Soldiers
now on active duty will not lose any
benefits as a result of President
Ford's proclamation ending the
“Vietnam era™ as of May 7, DoD
reiterated last weok.

In the proclamation to Congress,
Ford ended some velerans benefits
as of May 8 and asked Congress to
terminate others. “The ter-
minations will mot affect the
eligibility of millions of Vietnam
velerans or those presently in the
armed forces,” Ford said. The
proclamation is in line with actions
taken by other presidents after
World War 11 and the Korean
conflict, DoD pointed out.

DoD said persons without prior
service who start active duty May
8 and later will not get about a
dozen veterans benefits presently
received by persons on active duty
or  previously discharged
hooorably.

These benefits include a
payment of up to $230 for funerd]
and burial expenses and an
allowance of up to $130 for a burial
plot, if not buried in a National or
U.S.controlled cemetery.

Among other benefits new
enlistees will not get are VA-
pﬂa\dm drugs and medicines

under certain conditions, special
consideration for service disability
pensions, non-service connected

disability pensions and, under
certain time limitations, a

—_ MAY 14, 1975

presumplion that a psychosis
resulted from active military
service,

New enlistees coming on active
duty after May 7 will still receive
Gl bill education and training
benefits and the various types of
loan guarantees, but those entering
service afler June 30 would lose all
GI Bill education and training
benefits under the President’s
proposal to congress

The proposed bill, DoD said,
would include terminating the
accrual of entitlement o
Predischarge Education Program
(PREP) benefits, while permitting
a soldier on active duty before
June 30 to continue lo sccrue
eligibility for education benefits
until his first discharge or release
after June 30.

The proposed bill also would
expresaly continue the present loan
guarantee benefils of the GI Bill
while establishing July 1, 1985 as a
final termination date for using GI
Bill education benefits.

The Army has determined that it
will not terminate Project Ahead if
Congreas legislates and end Lo the
GI Bill, according to DA.

Officials say the Army will in-
crease its emphasis (n advertising
for the program toward in-service
personnel currently eligible for GI
Bill benefits and encourage new
enlistees to save toward education
and enroliment in Project Ahead
Institutions.

Pentagon officials emphasized
that in-service education programs
will continue, with an increase in
them up«:led .u a result of the
proposed Gl Bill losses,
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Inflation Poses Greatest Challenge
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Gas shortage affects all

By DEBBIE GEHLBACH
There's been no escaping talk of the gas
ctises here during the past week — and
you'd be hard-pressed to find an arsenal
employee who has not been affected by its

severity

“]1 think it has most people upse!l and
uptight,” said Bill Seward of Missde In-
telligence. “It seems to be a psychalogical
thing. They're ill-tem,
He's right about that, Ask anyone how the
gas shortage has affected them, and you're
sure o get some kind of reaction.
haven't sal in line  and I don't intend
Edwina Moore of Missile Intelligence
aid emphalicaly. *
vork. I don't believe there's a gas shortage.
ummuumnauyromumcsmm
I.-. ail companies.

“I'm frustrated and anxious,” said Frank
Neely of RASA. Neely said he missed work
for a half day in his quest for gas, which led
him o three lines one morning. Twice when
he was within sight of the pumps, they ran
out of gas

“It’s difficult to be calm about if when 1
knew that I'm facing the same thing again
when this tankful runs out,” Neely said

“It mukes me mad," sald ane MIRCOM
employee who preferred not to give his
name. ‘“The truckers are not in much worse
shape than anyone else. They're twisting

the wrong tails by making it hard on us and
they're contributing to the price rise of
gas."

Contractors from Birmingham here to
repair Army elevatars were
about being able to get home over the
weekend.

If it stays like this, and if we can’t get gas
o get up , we can't work,"” said Mack
Everett of Dover Elevators.

Many arsenal employees found that even
when they joined the gas line in the early
morning hours.they were still late reporting
o work.

“I've been late for work because several
of mg stations haven't been open until 8
a.m.," said Claudia Jackson of Facilities
!hanem ., who lives in Decatur. “The
lines this l'normns (Thursday) were
tremendous.”™

“'One woman in my section look eight
hours of annual leave because sho was out

hunting gas,” said HenryYounger of

Civilian Personnel
Maxine Doherty of Internstional
Logistics said that a co-warker from Gurley
coukdn’t make it fo work because she was
out of gas, but that if the Gurley gas station
wmu!l-llrfml-'nd-ly she would come in.
waman chose Lo vent her anger at

Immm officials
"1 would like to know myﬂm.canm
be loft open all day,” Moore,
whe lives in Decatur Thﬂplmsﬂ;tnlmvn
6108:30 a.m. for incoming traffic only and
from3to6 p.m. for outbound traffic. “If
have to go through Gate 9 I have to drive
four miles further each way. With Gate 7
open, government employees should save
lots of gas."

The doubts and fears which have surfaced
mz-gn-dm;pmplcbh.‘mxtm and many
have made changes in their
automobile habits.
A frequently mentioned remedy is
tllrmul!ln' unnecessary driving.
Vowllr(nrg:twy(hmnl.hemre Ido
without id Wi Venable , MIR

oM Fmi‘h Officer. “°A lot of
this free nudm‘m: can be cut oul —
if people will do it

(Continued on page 7)
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A presidential visit

President Richard M. Nixon paid a
visit to Huntsville in February 18, 1974,
participating in the downtown “Honor
America Day.” Senior mission commander
Major General Vincent H. Ellis greeted the
President at the Huntsville Airport and
accompanied him into the city. This was
President Nixon's only visit to the Rocket

City.

Rohm and Hass, the contractor which
came to assist the early efforts of the Army
missile and rocket program in the 1950s,
left in 1971. The company's legacy was in
its pioneering effort in missile and rocket
propulsion technology. The building,
located on Redstone Road, reverted over to
the Army.

(Below] President Nixon is greeted by senior mission commander
Major General Vincent Ellis, February 18, 1974

The Zhuntsville Times

Huamtyyille, Alsharma, Tuesday, Felruary 19, 1974

Pricer- 10 Cente

—Activities Stay on Schedule =

Nixon’s Visit Goes Smoothly
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PRESIDENT NIXON

President
Visits
Huntsville

President Richard M. Nixon has
scheduled a public appearance in
Huntsville Monday afternoon.

Officials of the Sertoma Club of
Huntsville announced on Monday
that the President had accepted
their invitation to participate in
ceremonies in Big Spring In-
ternational Park. The event will be
the second annual “Honor America
Day”, a special project begun by
the local Sertoma Club which has
spread throughout the nation.

Mayor Joe Davis has asked local
business and industry to allow
employees to attend and has also
called upon local schools to close
for part of the day to permit all
school children to see and liear the
President.

‘The day is a federal holiday and
activities at Redstone Arsenal will
be closed.

Gerald W. Ludick, president of
the Sertoma Club, said the
program would be held in the park
with the speakers’ stand placed
near the spol where his club
erected a 30-ton monument and
eternal flame last year.

The Redstone Rocket ——

Jonuary 6, 1971

Rohm And Haas
Leaves Redstone

A 21 year partnership closes out
tomorrow as the Rohm & Haas
Company turns back to the Army
Missile Command the buildings
and facilities it has operated for
more than two decades as the
Redstone Research Laboratories,

Confirmation of inventory,
rendering of final operational
accounts and transfers now in
progress are expected to be
completed by the end of January
on schedule thus ending a phase
out begun last March when the
Missile Command informed the
company that a shortage of
rescarch funds would make it
impossible to continue the con-
tracts under which Rohm & Haas
had been operating beyond the
current year.

The company’s written legacy in
its pioneering effort in missile and
rocket propulsion technology —
much of it classified—amounts to
more than 600 technical reports, 61
patents and 38 others applied for
and still pending.

Its major contributions to the
success of Army rocket and missile
work were recognized in July with

Rohm and Haas facility

the award of the Department of the
Army Certificate for Patriotic
Civilian  Service to the
Laboratories. Outstanding Civilian
Service Medals were also
presented by the Commanding
General of the Missile Command at
the same time to Dr. Ralph Con-
nor, Chairman of the Board of the
parent company; O.H. Loeffler,
who served as resident manager
for many years, and Dr. Henry M.
Shuey, whose work in propulsion
chemistry was exceptionally
valuable to the defense of the
United States.

Dr. Connor was instrumental in
bringing Rohm and Haas to
Redstone Arsenal at the Army's
request in 1949, The Redstone
Laboratories also performed
research of great value to the other
military services.

The Company began an
aggressive effort to relocate or ﬁnld

already transferred or will tran-
sfer to jobs at Rhom and Haas
operations elsewhere in the
country. Forty of that group have
been placed with a relatively new
company affiliate, Micromedic
Systems, here in Huntsville. The
company said 74 others have found
employment elsewhere. Eighty
four of the Laboratories employees
are being separated involuntarily.

Rohm and Haas plans to keep a
two man personnel office in
Huntsville throughout 1971 to
administer employees benefits and
assist in a continuing effort to find
jobs for those involuntarily
separated.

The company is also continuing a
small unit, The Huntsville Defense
Contract Office, headed by Dr.
Shuey, in Huntsville to continue
work supported by the Safeguard
System Command, It will be
quartered with the personnel office
in space sublet from Micromedic
Systems in the Huntsville In-
dustrial Center.

The buildings and facilities
formerly used by Rohm & Haas at
Red: have been assigned to the
Missile Command Directorate of

new jobs for the 248 individ
working in the Redstone
Laboratories as soon as it received
notification 10 months ago of the
necessity to begin a phase out.
Eighty three individuals have

h and Engi ing.




Tragic day

A Southern Airways flight crashed in
rural Georgia on April 4, 1977, carrying
many civilians and soldiers from Redstone
Arsenal. Six were injured and seven were

TOW goes to war

Not all the news in the 1970s was
negative. Redstone Arsenal made history

when the Army’s Tube-launched, optically-
tracked, wire-guided - or TOW - missile in
its airborne configuration became the first
American-made guided missile to be fired
by U.S. soldiers in combat on May 2, 1972.
The airborne TOW served in Vietnam until

killed in the crash.

The Rocket ~  Apeil 13,1977

Southern 242

Engineers, managers, analysts,
soldiers—13 in all from local Army
missile activities—took seats in the jet
transport here for a flight through
spring storms to Atlanta in mid-
afternoan April 4,

Four men were en route to Boston on
business for the Patriot Project Office,
headed for a meeting the following day
with representatives of Raytheon, the

e sammes o arn o system’s prime contractor. Three of the 1973.
ek SlmH four died, including William Gudaitis, chief
of the program management office; Major
- Our TOW Goes To War:

Edward Rosler, cost analyst; and Thomas
Mazingo, a  procurement  analyst

General Tells Of Tank Kills the

3 3 3 WASHINGTON — Two Army heli rs firis o mags
supporting Patriot. Leland Lavender, chief TOW misples Rilled 26 torks ond Hosics 39 ey ol I8 “Husy” gunahips quiped with the )
Disaster £ : 5 i s Bt s s orlery proces ond  of"the X35 sy (asborme TOW) devlopad b .
2 ) champ, o o o he Missile Command Hughes Aircraft, T
A of the system engineering division, Bot i Vietnam, fhe Duscor of Ay Avioton 108 s satosn e o s ARy JINL.
. d in f tests during 1967 ond ;%L:m w“:hw.
survived. et g S Peniogo Bt S ok 3 1t whan he et s e 1o e them Pt = e o e
o limited number of ind terms had e e I e
kitled 12 ronks, .q-.,ﬁ..\e nine in & single )D(hm‘nml Moddax soid the two helicoplers and e bosic lood
Fire Bans Nancy rorthwsst of Hus during the mishi  of mssiles wers alilved 1o Vietnom Ine doys lote
) . The TOW Project Office, stod her 1
On March 16, 1999, the newly b e e T e S WA S Y Vol. XXI, No. &
PR ot TR edgement that the TOW system hod been committed ~ ™and, coordinated the deployment of the airborne July 5, 1972
renovated William V. Gudaitis Visitors Vo Combor o Gruend b e

Complex was dedicated in memory of the

Redstone people who died in the 1977 \.‘ LR -

crash. ==
-

WILLIAM V. GUDAITIS
) VISITORS COMPLEX

UH-1 with TOW missiles
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Testing the Enterprise

One of Redstone Arsenal’s most
unusual visitors arrived on March 13,
1978. The space shuttle “Enterprise,”
full-scale model of what future shuttles
would become, came to the installation
riding on top of a specially modified
Boeing 747. The purpose of the visit was to
test the model in NASA’s vibration test
famllty

This Weekend

The odd couple arrived at Redstone on
schedule Mﬂ.{h mﬂral ki

Enterprise e space or-
biter — and its carrier 747 touched down
about 10 a.m. on a spring-like morning.

Final plans were not yet firm as this issue
went to press Monday night, but if all goes

More photos on page 11,

‘well MSFC plans to put the shuttle on public
display this weekend.

Tentative plans were to admit the public
through Gate 9 between the hours of 9 a.m.
and 4 p.m. both Saturday and Sunday. Any
changes will be announced by local press
and radio.

The first shuttle will be at MSFC until late
fall undergoing a variety of tests. It will
never actually fly in space and is to be
returned to California following tests here.

Several hundred invited guests of the
Marshall Center watched the carrier plane
and shuttle land Monday morning.
Operations involving removing the shuttle
from the carrier plane and moving it over
roads to building 4755 were closed to the
public. MSFC has no plans for further
public events following the scheduled two
days of display this weekend.

New MIRADCOM Office

The Rocket| ...

VOL. XXVI; NO. 42 —ecamae—. Page 13
MARCH 15, 1978

Shuttle Display

0dd Couple

'ORBITER ENTERPRISE atop its (ransport craft salls onto the arsenal. Observers waich along
Rideout Road.
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Blood Urgently
Needed

The Tornado . . . .

Had Redstone’s Number On It

i m

Phatoe of destruction taken the day after the tornado struck

A direct hit

Redstone Arsenal witnessed its most
destructive natural disaster in the
installation’s history on April 3, 1974. On
that evening, an F-4 tornado destroyed a
large portion of Redstone Arsenal’s
northeastern quadrant. At the time, the
Army’s missile school was located in the
area that was hit. Fortunately, no one was
killed on Redstone Arsenal. But the
surrounding Huntsville/Madison County
area did not fare as well. Along with
massive, widespread destruction
throughout all of north Alabama, there
were numerous casualties in the
surrounding communities.
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Special Focus: The Weather

The April 3, 1974, tornado that
touched down on Redstone Arsenal was
not the first tornado to hit the installation,
nor would it be the last. In fact, severe
weather has impacted Redstone Arsenal
during its entire existence.

For the first half of Redstone
Arsenal’s history, flooding from the
Tennessee River would often cause the
installation to be split into two, making
portions of the southern half of the post to
be inaccessible. Snow storms, though
infrequent, would cause the installation to
be shut down for different lengths of time.

Only one weather event would close
Redstone Arsenal for a week: the April 27,
2011, north Alabama tornado outbreak.
Though the installation itself was spared,
power lines feeding the post and the local
community were severed.

RedstoneRo ket
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RECOGNIZE THIS PICTURE?—A pile of rubble is ali that re-  fions of Buildings 7411, 7412 and 7402, which were letel,

Wind Fells
Buildings,
Power Lines

Redstone Arsenal  offi 5 are
still assessing  dsmage resulting
from Monday's tornado which
claimed at least Lwo lives, injured
scores and damaged th: homes of
hundreds in Madisen and other
North Alabama Counties

No value hss been set as yet on
property loss on the Arsenal but it
is expected to be substintial,

No one was injured during the
tornado on the Arsenal.

Severest blows of the {wister
which struck before 4 am. were
dealt on the southern portion of

mains of three buildings on Redstone Arsenal which caught the  destroyed. These buildings were located on Warehouse Road which
brunt of the tornade early Monday murﬂmg Shown here are por- was hardest hit by the pre-dawn fwister,

Redst a pattern simi-
lar to those of the wind storm
which resulted in considerable

1 property damage on the Arsenal

February 2000 tornado damage
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Signing of the INF Treaty, December 8, 1987
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Chapter Five:
The 1980s




Building for the future

Redstone Arsenal began positioning
itself for the future in the 1980s.
Congressional leadership pushed
legislation which authorized the state to
begin construction of an interstate spur to
connect the Huntsville/Madison County
area with Interstate 65. Previously, the
Huntsville Metro area was connected to
Interstate 65 by two roads. The project
required Redstone Arsenal to once again
donate land to the State of Alabama.
Completed in the late 1980s, the new
interstate - I-565 - would become a major
selling point for future Base Realignment
and Closure Commission (or BRAC) con-
siderations.

Page 14—The Redstone Rocket—Mar 7, 1984

Army plans land transfer to state for interstate spur

S mmn

The Army plans to transfer 1o the state of Alabama
4 narrow sirip of land on the arsenal’s narth boundary 1
. along the route of the proposed Interstate 65 spur. ' [}
The new west-east artery across Huntsville will slice
off a strip of Army land 200-250 feet wide and roughly
two miles long, according to Dave Bryant of the
master planning section at Facilities Engineering.
No firm date has been established for the Army land
transfer but the staic is already acquiring right of way
west of the arsenal for the 1-565 project, Bryant said.
The new interstate highway bisects Huntsville,
S nt Mooresville ay 72 cast.
imal but traffic

during construct hey ¥
work out a time thing 0 they won't work during
rush hour,"* Bryant belicves.

It s not known when construction will commence.

The interstate spur will have exit samps to the
arsenal and 10 Rideout Road north. “‘Ramps will be
much as they are now for Highway 20 but constructed
1o interstate standards,” Bryant said.

The right of way will slice off the northernmost por-
tions of Test Area 3 and the ammunition supply point
tralning area but will not impact the golf course. There
are no buildings or structures along the route but the
state will have to move an elecirical substation belong-
ing to the Army. All Army real estate will be situated
south of the interstate spur.

Bryant said the Army and the state worked together
10 come up with a routc that would cause the least

i ion to the arsenal.

' 1§ 10 be a little bit of impact but not
anything 1 't be wi " sai
AR AN ST S wOr 008 ~ Sk By APPROXIMATE ROUTE of 1-565 slang arsenal boundary s shown on map.




(Above) A Pershing 11 motor being
destroyed at Longhorn Army Ammunition Plant,
Karnack, Texas
(Left) A Pershing Il test firing
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Soviet inspectors visit Redstone R

Inspectors eat American food, comment about hot weather during visit

BY SKIP YVAUGHN

History was made at Redstone Arsenal at about 9:20
a.m. Saturday when a C-141 carrying 20 Soviet inspec-
tors and their U.S. escorts touched down at the air-
field.

The Soviet men, two 10-member teams, shook
hands with awaiting officials and waved to reporters
before boarding two Army buses. Their first visit to
Redstone was part of the on-sitc inspections agreed 10
in order 10 ensure compliance with the Intermediate
Nuclear Forces Treaty between the U.S. and Soviet
Union

Pershing 11, managed at Redstone, is among the in-
termediate range nuclear missiles the countries have
ugreed to eliminate under the INF treaty.

*“No problems that I'm aware of, everything seems
1o be going perfectly,” said Air Force Capt. Jack
Gilese, a public affairs officer assigned to the U.S. On-
Site Inspection Agency (OSIA),

The two Soviet inspection teams that arrived here
were part of four groups— a total of 40 Soviets —who
came to the U.S. last week to tour eastern U.S. sites.
The firsi group went fo Fort Sill a1 Lawton, Okla,
the second group went to Longhorn Army Depot at
Marshall, Texas; and the other two groups came to
Redstone. These initial visits were “*baseline’ inspec-
tions, to verify data exchanged between the two sides.
Similar inspections are being conducted by the U.S. at
Soviet sites. “We're just checking each other's
numbers,” explained Air Force Capt. Matt Durham,
an OSIA public affairs officer

At about 5 a.m. Saturday, the Soviet inspectors said
they wanted to travel 1o Redstone to see two of the
three sites designated for their review here. These in-
clude a launcher repair Facility, and a missile storage
area where less than six Pershing motor stages are
stored, according to Dave Harris, public affairs officer
for the Missile Command.

The two Soviet teams came here from Dulles Inter-
national Airport in Washington. The two OSIA

ON POST— Soviet inspectors beard Army buses after arriving at Redstena sirfisld Saturday morning

spokesmen— Giese of south Texas and Durham of
Lexington, Ky. —talked with reporters who were cor-
doned off from the airplane and buses at Redstone air-
field.

“*Under the treaty, we can be here 24 hours plus
eight if they'd like to stay another eight,” Giese said.
In response to questions, he said the Soviets had made
no comments to him and that they were resting during
the long flight

Reporters were allowed i take photos of the inspec-
tors’ arrival and departure at the airfield. They were

{7_

not permitted to accompany the Soviets during the in-
spection. On Junc 13 news media representatives were
given a preview of what the Soviets would see here.
On Sunday, the Soviets were bused 10 the airfield
for their return trip to Washington about 3:30 p.m.
“We had a 24-hour Inspection,’” Giese said. The
Soviets finished inspecting the launcher repair facility
at 10 a.m, and the missile storage area at 10:10, he
said. They ate hamburgers and hot dogs for lunch.
“1 can tell you one thing,"* Giese said, in respanse to
questions about the Soviets. **They said it was hot.”"

INF inspection team, July 15, 1988

Russians come to Redstone

The Pershing missile system had
been a Redstone Arsenal-managed project
since the late 1950s. By the late 1970s, the
program received top Department of
Defense priority. The Pershing II, with a
range of 1,100 miles, had vastly improved
pin-point accuracy. With the deployment
of the Pershing Il in Germany in the early
1980s, negotiators from the United States
and Soviet Union agreed to eliminate
intermediate range ballistic missiles from
both countries inventories.

The Intermediate Range Ballistic
Missile Treaty — or INF Treaty - was signed
on December 8, 1987. The treaty called for
the on-site inspection of facilities in both
nations which either produced or managed
these systems. On July 15, 1988, an Air
Force C-141 aircraft landed at Redstone
Army Airfield, carrying inspectors from the
Soviet Union. They would make visits here
several more times before the verification
portion of the treaty expired.




Software engineering

The Life Cycle Software Engineering
Center, located near the Redstone Army
Airfield, opened in June 1986. A major
addition was opened in July 2001.

The Software Engineering Directorate
is one of the US. Army's Life Cycle
Software Engineering Centers. They
provide “cradle to grave” software
engineering support to Army customers
around the world. They also perform
system/software  maintenance, new
product development, and services such as
system/software acquisition.

Ouwber 31, 1998 Redstone Rocker

Page 8—The Redstone Rockel—Junc 18, 1986 '

Ceremony opens center for battlefield automation

A ceremony last week officially opened a building
here that serves as a place for designing and developing
« compuler technology to meet the needs of new weapon
¥ systems.

**This is a big day for a lot of folks that had a hand
in making this center a reality,” said Maj. Gen.
Thomas Reese, MICOM commander. The life cycle
soltware engineering center is located in a remote area
near the Redstone airfield. It serves as home for the
Battlefield Automation Management Directorate.

Reese credited former commanders and others
“‘who carried the ball"’ for bringing the center about.
The Army is in the midst of the largest modernization
ever in peacetime, he said. *'1t's you men and women
who are doing the job in the center that are ultimately
T ible for king those s work,'" Reese
ﬁa!d “Our ultimate rcsnumlblllly is to the soldier.”

The MICOM commander added thal he was proud
to be part of a winning team. Reese cul the ceremonial
, ribbon along with Huntsville Mayor Joe Davis; Dr.

* William McCorkle, director of the Research, Develop-
ment and Engineering Center; and Col. Philip Dom-
browski, director of Battlefield Automation Manage-

ment Direclorate.
McCorkle told the officials, workers and guests that

‘Software engineering annex represents decade journey

Construction will consolidate the center's work force in 2000
megwe 00000
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the project began in 1979 and was completed this year.
Construction started about two years ago on the
building that cost about $8 million, he said.

Life cycle software enginecring means supporiing,
from start to finish, the computer programs used in to-
day's weapons. This software— what Dombrowski
calls the computer **brains’* —controls a variety of
tactical functions. These functions include everything
from finding the target, to shooting at it. The main
purpose of the software engincering center is 10 sup-
port the project offices in developing and fielding

P b B e systems with imbedded computer systems. It supports
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We're prowd of you. we'll continoe 1 mwoi‘mmn.mvugnmwu Craig, and Russ

ork B For yom. amd goce ack.” Cranses
wnd fimighed.
“The esining ceoter, building 6260, was O

onsiruction i expecied 1 be complet
rsginally imesded for 290 peopie but cor- e by May 2000 The Software Eagincer.

The twoaliey samen will be 182,300
square feet and inxlude léboraturies, high.
bay. ewgineeting work ateas. caetera,con

17 automated weapon systems managed by the Missile
- Command.

“We have roughly 250 personnel in the building
w,'"" Dombrowski said. This includes about 100
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Army and city eye steam plant venture

BY ED PETERS

A proposal from the city of Huntsville to MICOM
to jointly develop, own and operate a refuse-fired
boiler plant has been enthusiastically received
here.

The proposed facility would be put into operation
in 1985 on the arsenal’s east boundary and generate
low-cost steam for the installation by burning tons
of household trash and other refuse gathered in the
city's daily trash pickup.

Under the proposal the city will build and equip
the plant. MICOM will operate and maintain it.

The city plans to issue bonds to finance the
estimated $37 million cost and pay off the debt over
25 years with steam payments received monthly
from the Army. After 25 years the plant would be
sold to the Army for a dollar.

After months of discussion with arsenal officials,
Mayor Joe Davis formally proposed the cooperative
venture on Dec. 27. That same day the city council
had unanimously approved it in a special late-
afternoon meeting. Final Army and DOD approval
of the project is anticipated.

In their proposal the city said that the project
benefits citizens of Huntsville by providing a long
term solution for waste disposal, benefits MICOM
with low cost energy from a renewable resource,
and will have the energy equivalent of 150,000 bar-
rels of oil per year.

City trucks will deliver trash to the facility, sited
near the extreme south end of Triana Blvd. on an
unused area of the arsenal of about 20 acres, and
haul away the ashes.

“‘It appears to us to be practical and mutually ad-
vantageous. We can get steam by this method
cheaper than we can produce it,” said Facilities
Engineering's Ted Kornman.

The arsenal presently spends about $5 million
yearly on oil and gas to generate steam. ’

Kornman said the refuse-fired boiler plant will
meet the arsenal's steam requirements “‘a
minimum of seven months of the year' and might
meet it year-round when winters are mild,

The arsenal intends to overhaul and keep the big
oil-fired boiler plant in Bldg. 4725 to augment the

refuse-fired facility. Also, a small refuse-fired
boiler plant under construction on Mills Road in the
5400 area will be in operation burning trash
generated on the arsenal.

Under the cooperative venture with the city, the
arsenal will have at least 25 percent over the cost of
producing its own steam, Kornman said.

The savings takes into account that the refuse-
fired plant eliminates the need for a big coal burn-
ing plant that was scheduled to be built here at a
cost of $80 million, according to Tom Hood, deputy
facilities engineer.

About those pipes

Maybe one of the most frequently
asked questions visitors and incoming
personnel to Redstone Arsenal have is
“what's with all of those silver pipes
around post?” Those are steam pipes and
for many years, they have been used to
heat the buildings on Redstone Arsenal.
Decades ago, coal-fired steam generating
plants were used to produce steam. In the
1980s, Huntsville City officials and
Redstone  Arsenal leadership came
together to build a refuse-fired plant. It
was a win-win plan for both parties. Trash
generated by Redstone Arsenal and the
city would be burned, eliminating much of
the trash that would otherwise fill landfills.
In turn, the steam would be used by
Redstone Arsenal.
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Chapter Five:
The 1990s




Celebration of patriots

The 1990s saw the largest
deployment of missiles and rockets
developed at Redstone Arsenal in combat,
along with growth that hadn’t been seen
since the 1950s.

Redstone Arsenal had never seen so
much direct involvement in combat with
Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm
since World War II. Virtually every system
the U.S. Army Missile Command had
developed or managed went to Southwest
Asia.

BY SANDA MARTEL

City and county officials hope the town will shut
down to honor troops who served in Operation Desert
Storm, their families and the hundreds of workers who
designed and supported the hardware used in the Per-
sian Gulf War.

The Celebration of Patriots parade through
downtown Huntsville on June 11 at | p.m. will be
followed by a program in Big Spring Park at 2 p.m.
City and county offices will close for the afternoon,
and businesses in the area are being encouraged o
follow suit.

Maj. Gen. William Chen, commander of the Missile
Command and Redstone Arsenal, has given super-
visors permission to release all non-essential employees
from regular work assignments to attend the parade.

Maj. Gen. John Peppers, deputy commander of the
Strategic Defense Command, has also excused
‘mployees 1o attend or participate in the parade.

More military hardware than the city has ever seen
will be in the parade, as well as displayed in the Senior
Center parking lot on Church Street,

Downtown Huntsville parade, June 1991

More military hardware than the ci-
1y has ever seen will be in the parade,
as well as displayed in the Senior
Center parking lot on Church Street.

Some 35 defense contractors will enter decorated
floats in the parade. For example, Thiokol Corpora-
tion, manufacturer of the propulsion systems for
several weapons used in Operation Desert Storm (in-
cluding Patriot and Hellfire) is entering a float with a
Patriot motor painted red, white and blue.

All civilian employees who played a role in designing
or supporting equipment used in Desert Storm are in-
vited to join the parade. Lowe Avenue, the staging
area for the parade, will be blocked off from traffic
around 10:30 a.m. Those joining the parade need to
find the hardware along Lowe Avenue they wish to
walk behind.

Patrict battery, Scuthwest Asia, 1991

The Redstone Rocket—June S, 1951—Page 3

Each piece of hardware has been assigned a parade
number that will be visibly displayed: Dragon — 010;
TOW missile — 013; M901 Improved TOW vehicle —
014; Bradley Fighting Vehicle — 018; Ground launch-
ed Hellfire — 024; Hellfire — 025; FIST-V — 031;

Multiple Launch Rocket System — 033; Army
TACMS — 037; TMDE calibration van — 040;
Stinger missile — 042; Avenger system — 044;
Chaparral missile — 047; Vulcan gun — 050; Hawk

missile — 053; Patriot missile — 064.

Call Lt. Col. Joe Paddock at 876-2303 for more in-
formation about participating in the parade.

Immediately following the parade a 45-minute pro-
gram will begin in Big Spring Park at the corner of
Williams and Church Streets. Several heroes from
Operation Desert Storm will speak briefly,

Country music artist Bobby Goldsboro will be
featured performer. He will sing several patriotic selec-
tions, including a song he wrote and will perform for
12 clementary student finalists in a Celebration of
Patriot poster contest that was sponsored by the
Madison County Commission.
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Groundbreaking for the Sparkman Center,
November 1992
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BRAC panel moves jobs to Redstone Arsenal

WASHINGTON— The Defense Base  in St, Louis snd move Ammy aviation man- In  related action, commissioners de~ sions and predicted (he Temnessce Valley
Closure and Realignment Commission de-  agement, aviation research and develop-  cided without voting not (o order the Space  would eventually also gain thousands of
cided Friday to move 2,569 federal jobs 10 the Program Executive Office  and Srategic Defense Command 10 move  contractor jobs 15  tesult as aviation sup-
Redstone Arsenal and combine Amiy avia-  Aviation 10 Redstone, The System from a leased office building in Huntsville port contractors shifted bere from St Lowis
tion and missile functions there in a single  Integration Management Activily-West. to Redsione. ‘The Missouri congressional The commission votes were part of &
new command, also in SU Louis and an elemeni of delegafion had urged the commission to.do  two-day decision process in which the cight
The commissioners voled 5-1 with iwo  MICOM, is included in the decision and i commissioners decided 10 close or realign
abstaining 10 accept recommendations of  will also move fo Redstone. - 177 defense installations.
the Defense Department and Army to close  The lone negative vole was cast by S, tion functions and jobs from St, Louis, Other decisions impacting Alabama in-
the Aviation and Troop Support Cornmand — Lee Kling, a Missouri businessman Huntswille civic leaders praised the deci- Ses BRAC on page 16

BRAC expansion

The 1990s witnessed some of the first
major construction projects for the Army
since the early 1960s. Ground was broken
for the John . Sparkman Center for Missile
Excellence in November 1992. The
building was opened in August 1994.

With 686,790 square feet of new
office space, Redstone Arsenal was well
positioned for BRAC recommendations
from the Department of Defense. The 1995
BRAC realigned the aviation mission of the
Aviation and Troop Command with the
Missile Command. The U.S. Army Aviation
and Missile Command was established on
July 17,1997.

U.S. Army Aviation and Missile Command
activatien ceremony, July 17, 1997
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A birthday and a President

In other news during the 1990s,
Redstone Arsenal celebrated its 50th
anniversary in 1991. A golden anniversary
gathering was held on June 13, 1991, at the
Von Braun Civic Center in Huntsville,
Alabama. Estimated attendance at the
commemorative dinner was 1,300. General
William G.T. Tuttle, Jr, the Commanding
General of the US. Army Materiel
Command, was the featured speaker. The
Huntsville Times and The Redstone Rocket
both ran special editions of their
respective newspapers.

The last President of the United
States to touch down on Redstone Army
Airfield was President George H. W. Bush.
President Bush made a speech on June 20,
1990, at NASA’s Marshall Space Flight
Center. Redstone Arsenal’s senior mission
commanding general at the time, Major
General William S.C. Chen, greeted the
President.

Redstone Rocket

“Who could doubt that the Army
missile program still had ‘The Right
Stuff’ after seeing the performance of

Happy 50th birthday, Redstone!

Redstone Rocket

the Patriot and other Army missile

systems during Desert Storm.”’
—

General William G.T. Tuttle, Jr.,
Commanding General of the U.S. Army
Materiel Command

Vol. 39 No. 2 Published in the interest of pessannel ai Redstone Arsenal, Al June 21, 1990

President receives ‘warm’ reception at Redstone

BY SKIP VAUGHN Redstone for his visit (0 a Marshall | |}

the sun waiting for an officlal’s arrival  speoch to government workers assembl.

It was hot — 100 hot to be standing in ~ Space Flight Center building and his LN ¥
— even if it wan the president of the  ed in the building's parking lot. MSFC
United States. public affairs spokesmen estimated that g
5,000 people were waiting under the hot

The assembled members of the News  un o the parking lot. Several suffered

media, with their cameras and other oo chaustion before the president’s

equipment, stood aiop 3 specially ot O

designated urailer 1 Redstone Army Ar- ¥ 20030 (e peevident approached the

field walting for President Bush 0 arrive  ycorm with Hunt, MSFC director
Vednesday morning, June 20. His brief 58 P ot Ty T

vish would ot be for the public. but 10 iniyrator of the National Acronautics

remarks &t the Marshall Space Flight will be oae of our more memorable oc-
Comer om pou. casions in the M-year history of the

Security was tight, just as could beex-  Marshall Space Flight Center,” Lee
pected for ihe nation's chiel executive.  said. He presented an artist’s rendition
Secret Service members, military police,  0f America's space exploration 1o the
Huntsville police and others easily out-  president before Truly imtroduced Bush
1he prews "1 crowd. Bush

removing his coat in the hot weather,
and had words of praise for the gover-
hall an hour before Bush arived, nor and the NASA workers.

members of the press had o keave the

airfield and wait o0 the sidewalk outside “Being first in spacc B ot just
while the sitfleld was ““swept' — check.  America’s dream, it is indeed our

by

ARRIVAL AT AIRFIELD — Prasideat Bush is welcomed by Maj. Gen. Willam Chan wpen
cd by & police dog — for any weapons,  Oestiny,” Bush said, He listed three ma.  Wr7iving ot Radsians Army Airfield.

Redstone was born in war, grew serving nation

e e . MEADGUANTERS FSAAT — Tl i fhe scume st S MICOM Meadquarars, baliing 5234 e Murse Band

The Army armcnscesesd st ford (be reanims bos  Bodobose Oednance Plani, snl e sonased
M of histary e chowce
Yoo ol of o im pm o wot viead pant of the  tiows. The ¢
e adazen s WM, BWroTy et Bou P Oy pded
Poses Bagan o8 belby ), 1L, Ow' Kataas Ciey
ks i dand T Mantvrde Jimes ovrs sancancing 2 Dorwdo. A
Rray eoukd dxate s MO Mo Gemcsl wwfar
et bewe. Wl Gomn i i shary s e et omal
Informacson (her 3 decigon w locesr § 8 rdlon ord [
natcr plam adjacest o e chemanl pland was v Hasioele
pecred dhertly U hon st

Huntsville TImes special edition
front cover artwork, June 1991
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Missile intelligence

The Richard C. Shelby Center for
Missile Intelligence opened on December
17, 1999. Its occupant, the Missile and
Space Intelligence Center (or MSIC), had its
roots with the Army Ballistic Missile
Agency in the late 1950s as an office to
gather intelligence on foreign missile and
rocket programs. MSIC, which operates
under the auspices of the Defense
Intelligence Agency, occupied Building
4505 for many years until this new
complex was opened in 1999,

The 220,000 square foot complex
consisted of four buildings and two
connecting modules. Features included
100,000 square feet of administrative
office space and 120,000 square feet of
laboratories, auditorium, training rooms,
support facilities and more. There was also
a fitness facility, with walking trail, a snack
bar, and a 398-seat auditorium.

Bush dedicates Shelby site -
Ex-president joins [j B - = == |

other dignitaries
at ceremony here §

e o

(Top and left) MSIC campus
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"History of Redstone Arsenal” display at the City of Huntsville's Bicentennial Celebration, July 2005
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September 11, 2001

On September 10, 2001, General John
G. Coburn, Commanding General of AMC,
presided over the change of command
ceremony between the outgoing AMCOM
commander, Major General Al Sullivan, and
the incoming commander, Major General
Larry Dodgen. Major General Dodgen held
his first staff meeting on the morning of
September 11, 2001. After hearing the
news of the multiple terrorist attacks, he
closed and secured the installation, the
first time the post had ever been closed
because of a national security situation.
Major General Dodgen also met with
community leaders and held a joint press
conference that day.

The installation was re-opened on
September 17, 2001. Never before in
Redstone Arsenal’s history had security
measures been put in place whereby every
single vehicle entering the post was
thoroughly inspected. Before September
11th, the gate’s guard force was relatively

small. After September 11th, Army
National Guard soldiers augmented
staffing of the gates.

'.I:.i" .-g

Glenn Baeske/Huntsville Times

During a Tuesday press conference at Huntsville City Hall, the new Redstone Arsenal com-

(Above and right) Conducting security checks

(Left) Securing the perimeter

Huntsville Times, September 19, 2001
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from the Old Madison Pike overpass, traffic stretches into the distance on Research

Looking north
Boulevard at 9:30 a.m. Tuesday.

Workers play a waiting game
as checks clog Arsenal traffic
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Building for the future

As Redstone Arsenal once again
supported the warfighter in the early part
of the decade with Operation Iragi Freedom
and Operation Enduring Freedom, the
installation continued to build for the
future. In May 2001, the U.S. Army Space
and Missile Defense Command (SMDC)
announced that it was leaving a building it
had leased for decades in Research Park
and building its first permanent facility on
Redstone Arsenal. So began the first phase
of construction off of Martin Road that was
named the Von Braun Complex. A ribbon
cutting ceremony for Building 5220,
SMDC'’s new building, was held on January
20,2004.

The Federal Bureau of Investigation,
or FBI, broke ground for their Hazardous
Devices School in 2002, their first major
training facility on Redstone Arsenal.
Opened in September 2004, the $23 million
facility included three administrative and
classroom buildings containing nearly
54,000 square feet, along with 14 practical
exercise training villages on 295 acres.
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A four-star destination

Maybe the biggest news in Redstone
Arsenal’s history was the 2005 BRAC
announcement, The installation would be
home to a four-star command: the U.S.
Army Materiel Command, or AMC.

Since September 11, 2001, AMC was
looking for a more secure location for its
headquarters. It moved from its Alexan-
dria, Virginia, location to Fort Belvoir,
Virginia, in 2003. The BRAC 2005 decision
would give AMC its first permanent
headquarters in its almost 50 year history.

The 2005 BRAC decision also called
for the AMC Band, the U.S. Army Security
Assistance Command, the Missile Defense
Agency, the 2nd Recruiting Brigade, the
Space and Missile Defense Command
Headquarters, and activities in rotary wing
research and development to come to
Redstone Arsenal. The installation would
gain 1,655 civilian and military positions.

The AMC shoulder sleeve
insignia

Che Eliunmtﬂgmille dimes

Redstone may get

1,699 jobs in plan

Defense Base Closure and
Realignment Commission

o

ke, WA
t".#“‘.".-wi‘-

(From left to right) Madison City Mayor Sandy Kirkindall, Madison
County Commissioner Mike Gillespie, U.S. Congressman Bud Cramer,
and Huntsville Mayor Loretta Spencer anncunce the BRAC decision
at Huntsville Chamber of Commerce, May 13, 2005
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\Work starts on Army Materiel Command headquarters

Design and Construction
Supervised by

|

US Army Corps

AMC/USASAC
Headquarters

Redstone Arsenal, Alabama

Construction begins

General Benjamin Griffin, AMC's
Commanding General, broke ground on the
new AMC Headquarters on September 17,
2008. Employees from AMC's Head-
quarters at Fort Belvoir, Virginia, began
moving to Redstone Arsenal.

The $105 million facility would be
headquarters for both AMC and one of its
subordinate organizations, the U.S. Army
Security Assistance Command. The two
headquarters, adjoined by a common
lobby, were slated for completion in
January 2011.

of Engineers

South Atlantic Division
Mobile District

Da!_iign by: Contractor:
Page Southerland Page  B.L. Harbert International
Arlington, Virginia \gham, Alabama

‘,..——:‘._' i

(Abeve)] Early construction, [une 2009
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Construction

TF training site
inder construction

y KELLEY LANE-SWLEY

By the end of 2009, much of Redstone
Arsenal was under construction. Spurred
by the 2005 BRAC decision, the installation
became a blur of groundbreaking and rib-
bon cutting ceremonies.

For example, the first 2005 BRAC-
related facility, the U.S. Army's 2nd
Recruiting Brigade, opened October 14,
2009. The $7.2 million, 25,000 square-foot
building serves as headquarters for the
brigade that recruits one-fifth of the
Army’s Soldiers.

The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms and Explosives began construc-
tion of their National Center for Explosives
Training and Research in November 2007.
Opened in October 2010, the $30 million
facility consists of 83,500 square feet of
classrooms, a mock courtroom, labora-
tories, a full suite of audio-video facilities,
and offices.

news

i ARTIST'S RENDERING— The Burcau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms and Explosives training facility, currently under can-

struction, will be located near Palton Read,



lﬂ.ugu.\‘r 26, 2009 The Redstone Rocket

Special thanks lo these

2003 GENERAL OF}

Mayer Loretta Spencer, City of Huatiille
City of Hontsville Covneil Mombers:
Sandra Moon Gleen Waison
Bl King Mark Russsal
Richard Showers

b
% L
1CERS QU ARTEF
COHTRIBUTORS
companies and individuals for making these homes possbis!

Last of large-scale BRAC footprint becomes reality|

s Rosteq
City Lumbar Company
vt Tie

City of Montsville Federol Beibing Mutherity S50

Hontsville/Madisen County
Builders Assodiution, Inc.
Construction Managers
Harry Garbar & Tim Roeves

ABC Supply Congany Campat; 105
aning Ser

A e ata Company, Ine

Amorican Hacdwosd

Astistic Marble & Tite Company

Dob Wallace Applisnce

Bricks
Bttt e

General officer’s housing used fram 1957 to 2003

ex, be.
Four Out Soms Company
Garber Comtbuction Compamy o

The last and a first

On August 21, 2009, ground was
broken for the last BRAC-related facility.
Redstone Arsenal leadership turned
ceremonial shovels for a $46.5 million
building project that included the Rotary
Wing Center Hangar Facility and the
Redstone Test Center’'s new headquarters
buildings.

Indirectly related to the 2005 BRAC,
construction of new general officer
housing continued during this period. In
anticipation of the influx of General
Officers coming to Redstone Arsenal after
the BRAC 2005 decision, this initiative by
the City of Huntsville to give housing to
Redstone Arsenal started in 2003. By June
2007, a total of ten new general officer’s
quarters had been built and given to
Redstone Arsenal as a gift from the City of
Huntsville. These new quarters replaced
outdated houses which were built in the
late 1950s.






Chapter Seven:
The 2010s




Touchdown

The BRAC-related construction that
began in the late 2000s was finally
completed in this period. The year 2010
saw Redstone Arsenal elements which had
supported the warfighter in Iraq slowly
wind up operations. But this period would
be forever known as a history-making
chapter in Redstone Arsenal’s history. For
it was during this time that Redstone
Arsenal witnessed two firsts: the first four-
star U.S. Army General to ever establish a
command on the installation. And
Redstone Arsenal would host the first
female four-star General in United States
history.

General Ann E. Dunwoody assumed
command of AMC on November 14, 2008,
the same day she was promoted to four-
star general. She remained at AMC's
Headquarters at Fort Belvoir, Virginia,
until April 27, 2011. General Dunwoody
officially opened AMC’s new Headquarters
building at Redstone Arsenal on June 15,
2011, with a “touchdown” ribbon cutting
ceremony. Installation and community _ . :
leaders attended the event. Redstone - LR A2 Xl A T
Arsenal was now in the same league as the i fi.i15 ¥ 1 o
other two Army installations which hosted ' T 7]
four-star commands.

o

92 General Dunwoody and Lieutenant General Dennis L. Via, Deputy Commanding General, AMC



Headquarters enhancements

Redstone Arsenal’s first four-star
headquarters had two additions within the
first few years of opening. First, a parade
field with amphitheater seating was built.
This facility would host numerous and
varied command events and ceremonies.
Next, a cafeteria was built next to the
headquarters complex. Named the
“Lakeside Café,” this stand-alone building
provided both AMC and U.S. Army Security
Assistance Command employees the
benefit of a full-service post cafeteria.



More BRAC-related openings

The decade of the 2010s witnessed
more BRAC 2005 openings and activities.
The 389th Army Band, known as the AMC
Band, opened its doors to a brand new
state-of-the-art facility on January 24,
2011. The $4.4 million, 16,082-square-foot
facility would house the first Army band on
Redstone Arsenal since the departure of
the 55th Army Band in 1975.

LLLLLLLELAL]

The Missile Defense Agency (MDA)
expanded its facilities in phases during this
period. Moved to Redstone Arsenal as part
of the BRAC 2005 decision, the largest
building of what would be named “The Von
Braun Complex” (MDA facilities and the
Space and Missile Defense building)
opened in October 2011. Called “Von
Braun IIL" the $221.8 million, 840,000-
square-foot facility was state-of-the-art in
design, furnishings and technology. Von
Braun 1l featured an 800-seat auditorium,
700-diner cafeteria, 120 conference rooms,
barber shop, dry cleaners and laundry,
convenience store, a coffee shop, ice cream
and snack store, supply store, fitness
center, a Dr. Wernher von Braun exhibit
area, a basement area for classified work,
full video-teleconferencing capabilities,
and six floors of office space for 2,600
employees. When “Von Braun IV” opened
in 2014, the complex housed over 5,500
workers.
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Pershing Park, 2016

Pershing Park

After the Ordnance Corps moved the
munitions and electronics school to Fort
Lee, Virginia, in 2011, there were many
unused buildings. Redstone Arsenal’s
leadership transformed a large portion of
the area into Pershing Park, an area
dedicated to serving the workers of
Redstone Arsenal. Services such as
badging, education center, and morale,
welfare, and recreation components that
were for many years scattered throughout
the installation, were now consolidated
into one area.

Pershing Park formally opened on
June 13, 2013.




Redstone Gateway

In 2010, the Army leased to the City
of Huntsville almost 500 acres for an
“enhanced use lease” facility. For 50 years,
the Army would lease the land for
commercial development. Ground was
broken for what would be called “Redstone
Gateway” on August 23, 2010. Redstone
Gateway would accommodate up to 15,000
jobs moving into the area in the coming
years, and would offer approximately 4.4
million square feet of office space,
including 1.2 million square feet of secure
office space and an additional 124,000
square feet of convenience retail, restau-
rants, hotels, and more.

Redstene Gatewa_y, 2016




RedstoneRocket

www.theredstonerocket.com

Wol. 65 No.8 PUBLISHED IN THE INTEREST OF PERSONNEL AT REDSTONE ARSENAL, AL

Department of Justice expands its footprint

The FBI opened the $125 million
Terrorist Explosive Device Analytical
Center (or TEDAC) on February 16, 2016.
FBI Director James Comey, U.S. Senator
Richard Shelby, and other officials took
part in a ribbon-cutting ceremony to mark
the occasion. TEDAC is a multi-agency
organization that performs a critical
function in the fight against terrorism.

Before TEDAC's creation in 2003 in
Quantico, Virginia, no single government
entity was responsible for analyzing and
exploiting intelligence gleaned from
improvised explosive devices (IEDs). Since
then, TEDAC has examined more than
105,000 IEDs from around the world,
providing intelligence to the military, law
enforcement, and the intelligence
community at home and abroad.
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One Besson Drive

In 2015, construction of general
officer housing culminated with the
completion of the house for the AMC
commanding general. The street was
named “Besson Drive” in honor of AMC's
first commanding general, General Frank S.
Besson, Jr., who commanded AMC from its
inception in 1962 to 1969.

One Besson Drive (home of the AMC Commanding General’s Quarters), 2016




AMC assumes role of Senior Command for
Redstone Arsenal

After taking command of AMC on
August 7, 2012, General Via set in motion a
sequence of events to have AMC assume
the role of Senior Command. One year after
he took command of AMC, the Army
officially =~ gave the AMC Deputy
Commanding General the title of Senior
Commander, effective July 31, 2013.

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, U.S. ARMY MATERIEL COMMAND
4400 MARTIN ROAD
REDSTONE ARSENAL, ALABAMA  35808-5000

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF

AMCCG

MEMORANDUM FOR SEE DISTRIBUTION

SUBJECT: Appointment of Commander

By the direction of the President, GEN Dennis L. Via, GO, is appointed commanding
general of the U.S. Army Materiel Command, 4400 Martin Road, Redstone Arsenal, AL
35808-5000 (WOGWAA,) effective 7 August 2012.

-

z
DENNIS L. VIA
GEN, USA

Commanding

DISTRIBUTION:



A new hub for distinguished visitors

Historically, many senior military,
federal, state, and local leadership officials
have visited Redstone Arsenal. With the
arrival of AMC in 2011, those visits
increased exponentially.

100 Secretary of the Army Jehn McHugh and General Via

Chairman of the [eint Chiefs of Staff General Martin Dempsey
and General Dunwoody

Secretary of the Air Force Debarah Lee James and Lieutenant General David L. Mann,
Commanding General, U.5, Army Space and Missile Defense Command /Army Forces
Strategic Cemmand



Four-star community relations

Continuing a tradition that dates back
to the beginning of Redstone Arsenal,
General Via and members of his team have
been actively engaged in community
events and affairs.




AUSA comes to Huntsville

Since 2014, the Association of the
United States Army (AUSA) has made
Huntsville, Alabama, the permanent home
for its winter meetings. Traditionally held
in March of each year, AUSA attracts all
elements of the U.S. Army to discuss the
current state of the Army.
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Another 75 years

For 75 years, the Nation has called
upon Redstone Arsenal to provide for the
warfighter, be it on the battlefields of
World War II or in Southwest Asia. From
conventional munitions to the most
advanced aviation platforms and high-tech
missile systems, Redstone Arsenal has
always answered the call.

Redstone Arsenal is now home to
more than 70 organizations, representing
the Department of Defense, the
Department of Justice, and NASA. It also
has the largest workforce in its history - an
average daily population of over 40,000.

In 1955, Major General Toftoy was
prophetic when he placed a letter in a time
capsule noting that Redstone Arsenal in
the year 2005 would be "a world-
renowned institution and a mecca for
(people) of science around the world.”




View of the Tennessee River from the southern border of Redstene Arsenal, 2016



“I believe that Redstone has a great future...
Redstone is a shining star for the United
States Military.”

U.S. Senator Richard Shelby
March 17, 2005
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The U.S. Army Materiel Command
4400 Martin Read

Redstone Arsenal, AL 35898
2016
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